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The field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its 

memories and associations, will be immortal.”   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Willis Kocher 1934 - 2022 
Willis R. Kocher passed away December 1.  

He was a graduate of Lock Haven State 

College and Temple University.  Willis taught 

history at Camp Hill High School and Cedar 

Cliff High School.  He had an avid interest in 

Civil War history.  In addition to being a 

member of the Camp Curtin Historical 

Society, Willis was a member and Past 

President of the Harrisburg Civil War Roundtable and served on the 

board of directors for over thirty years.  He was also active in the 

Masons and Elks. 

 

Emails Needed   
If you have not been receiving emails from CCHS, we ask that you 

send it to campcurtin@verizon.net.  We use the emails to send 

meeting notices to members and, if necessary, notices of 

cancellations.  It is usually about six messages a year so you will not 

be inundated with emails, and we do not share our list with other 

organizations. 

 

Dues Reminder 
We recently mailed out 2023 dues notices.  If you have not already 

“reenlisted,” we hope you will.  You can find the enlistment form on 

our website at www.campcurtin.org/enlistment-form. 

 

Cover: Turret of the U.S.S. Monitor showing dents from its battle with 

the C.S.S. Virginia. 
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A Civil War Christmas Poem 
The great American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote the poem 

Christmas Bells in December 1863.  Longfellow, an ardent abolitionist, was 

depressed by the Civil War, his wife’s death in an accident, and the wounding 

of his son at the Battle of Mine Run.  He did see hope in the future that peace 

on earth and good will to men would return.  In 1872, the poem was first set to 

music by John Calkin.  Over the years other composers would write new tunes, 

and the stanza relating to the South would be removed.  The poem became 

really popular as a Christmas Carol in 1956 when Bing Crosby recorded it on a 

record.  Sight and Sound of Lancaster recently released a movie, I Heard the 

Bells, telling the story of the writing of the poem. Several Camp Curtin 

Historical Society members appeared in the film as extras.   

 

I heard the bells on Christmas Day 

Their old, familiar carols play, 

and wild and sweet 

The words repeat 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

And thought how, as the day had come, 

The belfries of all Christendom 

Had rolled along 

The unbroken song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

Till ringing, singing on its way, 

The world revolved from night to day, 

A voice, a chime, 

A chant sublime 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

Then from each black, accursed mouth 

The cannon thundered in the South, 

And with the sound 

The carols drowned 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

 

 

It was as if an earthquake rent 

The hearth-stones of a continent, 

And made forlorn 

The households born 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men! 

 

And in despair I bowed my head; 

"There is no peace on earth," I said; 

"For hate is strong, 

And mocks the song 

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!" 

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The Wrong shall fail, 

The Right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good-will to men." 

CCHS Annual Meeting March 5 
The Camp Curtin Historical Society will hold its annual meeting at the National Civil War Museum in 

Harrisburg at 2:00PM, Sunday, March 5, 2023.  Reports will be presented on the Society’s activities and 

financial status.  Our program, “In Camp and Field 1861 – 1865: The Civil War through the Lens of the 

Stereopticon” will be presented by Tyrone and Sue Cornbower.  Their presentation will feature a 

stereopticon, also known as a magic lantern, and slides from their collection along with music from a 

portable parlor organ from the 1880’s.  Please join us as we step back in time for an audio-visual 

historical experience.  We will have more details in the Spring issue of The Bugle. 



Union Ironclads 
 

Ironclad warships were the most technologically 

advanced weapons systems used in the Civil 

War.  Both the Union and Confederate Navies 

used ironclads, but the North had a distinct 

advantage because of its advanced 

industrialization.   

 

The most well-known Union ironclad is the 

U.S.S. Monitor.  It was designed by John 

Ericsson, Swedish-born engineer, and built in 

Brooklyn, New York, It had a revolving turret 

with two eleven-inch Dahlgren cannons.   Its 

unique appearance earned the vessel the 

nickname “cheesebox on a raft.”   

 

In the meantime, the Confederates had raised 

the hull of the U.S.S. Merrimac, a steam-

powered frigate which had been burned by the 

Union Navy to keep it from being captured.  

They built an iron casemate on top of the hull, 

armed it with ten cannons, placed an iron ram at 

the bow for puncturing wooden hulled ships, 

and renamed the ship C.S.S. Virginia. 

 

On March 8, 1862, the C.S.S. Virginia sailed 

into Hampton Roads and sank the U.S.S. 

Cumberland and the U.S.S. Congress and ran 

the U.S.S. Minnesota aground.  It was a great 

Southern victory.  Fortunately the U.S.S. 

Monitor arrived overnight and steamed out the 

next morning to meet the C.S.S. Virginia. 

            

 
 

The two ships pounded away at each other for 

hours but did little damage.  Ultimately, the 

C.S.S.  Virginia   withdrew.  The  battle is  often  

 

 

described as a draw since neither ship sank the 

other, but in  terms  of  fulfilling  its mission, the  

C.S.S. Virginia did not break the Union 

blockade but the U.S.S. Monitor did succeed in 

keeping the blockade in place. 

 

 
 

The huge eleven-inch Dahlgren cannons in the 

U.S.S. Monitor’s turret gave little room for the 

gun crew to move around and for the cannons to 

recoil. 

 

 
 

Unfortunately, the U.S.S. Monitor sank in a bad 

storm off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina.  The 

wreck was raised and its remains are on display 

at the Mariners’ Museum in Newport News, 

Virginia.  For more information, visit the 

website at www.marinersmuseum.org. 

 



The Union Navy eventually built and 

commissioned twenty monitor type ironclads by 

the end of the war.  On the later versions, they 

moved the wheelhouse from a small “box” at 

the bow of the ship to a circular tower on top of 

the turret.  This made communication easier 

between the captain and the gun crew.   

 
 

The Monitors were also equipped with small 

cannons (above) that were brought out when the 

ship was docked to fight off any attackers that 

might try to board the ship. 

 

Later in the war, the U.S. Navy built ships with 

two turrets, such as the U.S.S. Onondaga 

(below), shown with temporary canvas 

canopies.  Thus the ships were beginning to 

look like a modern warship with fore and aft 

turrets. 

 

The U.S.S. Keokuk (below) was a one of a kind 

Union ironclad.  It had two stationary gun 

towers that had three gun ports.  Thus, the ship 

had to be maneuvered to bring the guns to bear.  

 

 
 

On the western rivers, the U.S. Navy built 

ironclads that resembled the casemate design 

used by the Confederates. 

  

  
 

Very few ironclads were sunk by enemy action.  

The U.S.S. Keokuk, a non-monitor design, was 

sunk as a result of gunfire from the attack on 

Fort Sumter in April 1863.  The U.S.S. 

Cincinnati, a river gunboat, was sunk at 

Vicksburg but was raised and put back into 

action shortly afterward.  

 

A much more deadly threat was the naval mine 

(called a "torpedo" at the time). The U.S.S. 

Cairo, became the first warship in the world to 

be sunk by a mine in December 1862. The 

Union Monitors U.S.S. Patapsco, U.S.S. 

Tecumseh, U.S.S. Osage, and U.S.S. Milwaukee 

were also sunk by mines.  

 

 

 



Mingus Honored 

 
At our November meeting, Scott Mingus 

presented a talk on his new book A Carnival of 

Grief: The Lincoln Funeral Train in 

Pennsylvania.  Scott has written twenty-eight 

Civil War and Underground Railroad books and 

numerous articles for Gettysburg Magazine and 

other historical journals.  CCHS President Jim 

Schmick presented Scott the General Joseph 

Knipe Award in recognition of significant 

accomplishments in the area of local historical 

research. 

 

Newsletter Editor 
The Camp Curtin Historical Society is seeking a 

new editor for The Bugle.  Larry Keener-Farley 

has served as editor for over twenty years and 

would like to turn the duties over to a younger 

member.  Applicants would need to be skilled in 

the use of Microsoft Word and have a broad 

knowledge and interest in the Civil War.  Larry 

would provide training and templates for page 

design.  If interested in applying for the 

position, email CampCurtin@verizon.net.  

 

Free Civil War 

Dance Classes 
The Civil War Dance Foundation will conduct 

free Civil War dance classes at the National 

Civil War Museum. One Lincoln Circle at 

Reservoir Park, Harrisburg, Pa., 2:00PM to 

4:00PM, on Sunday, January 22, February 12 

and March 12.  Come out and learn about one of 

the favorite leisure time activities of the Civil 

War.  No dance experience is needed.  Wear 

modern clothing; leather soled shoes are 

recommended because the dancing will be on 

carpet.  Ladies should not wear heels.  Children 

under 18 must be accompanied by an adult.  To 

register for the classes, send the names of 

attendees and the dates you plan to attend to 

contact@civilwardance.org. 

 

Descendant Brigade 
Membership in the Camp Curtin Descendant 

Brigade is open to men, women and children (12 

years of age or older) who are direct or collateral 

descendants of a soldier who passed through 

Camp Curtin from April 18, 1861 to 

November 11, 1865. Descendants of 

civilians who worked or 

volunteered at Camp Curtin are also 

eligible.  The Ladies Union Relief 

Association of Harrisburg is one of 

the civilian organizations that 

worked at Camp Curtin.  The 

application fee is $25.00.   Accepted 

members will receive a membership 

medal, membership certificate, and 

a one year membership in the Society.  

Subsequent dues will be $15.00 per year. For 

more information and an application form, visit 

our website at www.CampCurtin.org, email 

CampCurtin@verizon.net, or write CCHS, Post 

Office Box 5601, Harrisburg, PA 17110. 
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GNMP Winter Lecture Series 
The Gettysburg National Military Park Winter Lecture Series will be held at 1:30PM on 

weekends in the Museum and Visitor Center, 1195 Baltimore Street, Gettysburg, Pa., from 

January 7 to February 26, 2023.  These programs are free and are about one hour long.  

Seating is limited so arrive early to get a free ticket.  For more information, visit the Park 

website at www.nps.gov/gett/.  
 

 

Saturday, January 7 

Intelligence Gathering at Culp's Hill 

Troy Harman, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Sunday, January 8 

George Dewey and the American Civil War 

Karlton Smith, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Saturday, January 14 

John Hunt Morgan: Thunderbolt of  

the Confederacy 

Matthew Atkinson, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Sunday, January 15 

If These Things Could Talk: Artifacts from the 

Collection of Gettysburg National Military Park 

Tom Holbrook, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Saturday, January 21 

Little Round Top: The Vision Place of Souls 

Christopher Gwinn, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Sunday, January 22 

The Great Reunion of 1913 

John Heiser, Historian 

 

Saturday, January 28 

From Second Manassas to Gettysburg:   

The True Story of a Texas Brigade Officer  

and a Union Artillerist 

Wayne Motts, Gettysburg Foundation 

 

Sunday, January 29 

From the Iron Brigade to Chief Joseph: John 

Gibbon's Military Career 

Karlton Smith, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Saturday, February 4 

Reading Between the Lines: Soldier Accounts from 

the Gettysburg Battle 

Troy Harman, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, February 5 

What the Ground Lay Bare: Archeology at  

Little Round Top and Devils Den 

Erik Kreusch, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Saturday, February 11 

“First in '61:" Nicholas "Nick" Biddle and 

Pennsylvania's Forgotten First Defenders   

John Hoptak, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Sunday, February 12 (Superbowl Sunday)  

No Program 

 

Saturday, February 18 

Robert E. Lee - The Antebellum Years 

Matthew Atkinson, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Sunday, February 19 

Placing the Platform: Using 3D Technology to 

Pinpoint Lincoln at Gettysburg 

Christopher Oakley, Associate Professor,  

University of North Carolina - Asheville 

 

Saturday, February 25 

A Crusade for Peace--Eisenhower and the  

Korean War 

Daniel Vermilya, Eisenhower National Historic Site 

 

Sunday, February 26 

Gettysburg and the Civil War: From County Seat  

to National Symbol 

Barbara Sanders, Gettysburg National Military Park 

 

Saturday March 4 and Sunday March 5 

Inclement Weather Make-up Dates if Needed 

 

http://www.nps.gov/gett/


Civil War Harrisburg
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities 

 

206 Page Revised & Enlarged Edition $18.00, tax & postage included 
 

Includes a walking tour of downtown Harrisburg, driving tours of east and west shores, 
and some of the “basics” of Civil War history.  Twenty-four new pages added to the 
previous edition, including information on our recently placed Wayside Markers, 
Revolvers, Swords & Sabres, Sanitary Fairs, Return of the Colors, and Internet 
Resources. 
 

 

 
 

Local History 
including:  

 Lincoln’s 1861 Visit 

 Founding of Camp Curtin 

 Harrisburg Home Front  

 Local Camps 

 Capture of Mechanicsburg 

 Forts Washington & Couch 

 Skirmish at Oyster Point 

 Battle of Sporting Hill 

 White Hall Orphan School 

 Personality Profiles 

 Pennsylvania Regiments 

 U.S.C.T. Grand Review 
 

 

To order by mail, make your check for $18.00 payable to  

“Camp Curtin Historical Society” and mail to: 

Camp Curtin Historical Society  

Post Office Box 5601 

 Harrisburg, PA 17110  


