The Bugle
Quarterly Journal of the
Camp Curtin Historical Society
and Civil War Round Table, Inc.

Fall 2019
Volume 29, Number 3

Gettysburg Soldiers’ National Monument

“The field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has
been the great central point of the organization of our military forces. When my
administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will
be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its
memories and associations, will be immortal.”
- Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865
____________________________________________________________________________________
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Free Civil War Dance Classes
Free Civil War Dance Classes will be conducted by the Victorian
Dance Ensemble, the performing troupe of the Civil War Dance
Foundation, at the National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg, PA.
The classes are 2:00-4:00PM Sundays, January 26, February 23, and
March 15. Attend one or all three classes. Partners are encouraged but
not required. Families are welcome. Ideal for teachers, reenactors,
historic site docents. A free PDF Civil War Dance Manual is available
on request. The class is free but reservations are required because of
limited space. To register, email Contact@CivilWarDance.org with
name(s) of attendee(s) and date(s) you would like to attend. These
classes will prepare you for the 17th Annual Civil War Preservation
Ball held in the Rotunda of the Pennsylvania Capitol Building in
Harrisburg, 7:00-10:00PM on Saturday, March 28.
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Gettysburg Cemetery

Soldiers’ National Monument
After the Battle of Gettysburg, a
committee was formed to arrange the
reburial of the Union dead who had been
buried quickly in shallow graves all over
the battlefield. Headed by Gettysburg
attorney David Wills, the committee
included representatives from all of the
northern states that had troops at the
battle.
The committee purchased 17 acres for
the National Cemetery and the reburials
began on October 27, 1863.
The
reburials were still underway when the
cemetery was dedicated on November
19, the day President Abraham Lincoln
delivered his immortal Gettysburg
Address.
After the dedication of the cemetery, the
committee commissioned the BattersonCanfield Company (later named the New
England Granite Works) to design and
construct a monument for the cemetery.
The Monument was erected in the middle
of the semi-circle of the graves of the
Union soldiers killed in the Battle of
Gettysburg. It is sixty feet tall. The base
and shaft are made of White Westerly
Granite and the four statues are made of
Italian Marble. George Keller is credited
with the design of the monuments, and
Randolph Rogers supervised the carving
of the five sculptures in Italy.

On July 1, 1869, thousands of people
came to Gettysburg for the dedication of
the National Soldiers’ Monument in the
Gettysburg National Cemetery. Only
three of the five sculptures were in place
(Liberty, War and History) and the others
were added later (Peace and Plenty).
The main speaker for the monument
dedication was U.S. Senator Oliver
Morton of Indiana, and Major General
George Meade, the victor of Gettysburg,
also delivered remarks.

WAR

HISTORY

The monument is topped by a classical
Roman maiden representing the Genius
of Liberty (see cover). In her right hand
she holds a laurel wreath, a traditional
symbol of victory. Her left hand rests on
a sword in its scabbard, symbolizing that
the war is over and there is no need for
the weapon.

infantryman’s forage cap and frock coat.
He holds a rifle-musket; cannonballs are
at his feet, and various implements of
war are carved in the sides of his chair.
His face is haggard, befitting a veteran of
many battles, and he is turned to his left
and gesturing to History as he tells his
story of service in the Civil War.

On the column below Liberty is a bronze
American eagle, symbolizing the Union,
and eighteen bronze stars representing
the Union states that fought at the Battle
of Gettysburg.

History is depicted in classical form. She
has a pen in her hand and a book in her
lap. She is recording the reminiscences
of War to create a history of the Civil
War. An early newspaper report of the
monument also said she was creating a
list of the honored dead. Her foot rests
on books that preserve earlier history.
The chair is decorated with carvings of a
pyramid and columns that hark back to
the beginning of recorded history.

On the front of the monument to the
viewers’ left is the depiction of War.
Rather than using a classical figure like
the Roman god Mars, War is depicted as
a Union Army Civil War soldier in an

PEACE

PLENTY

On the back of the monument is an
unusual depiction of Peace. It is a man
in 1860s workman attire.
In the
terminology of the day he is described as
a mechanic, meaning someone who
worked with machinery. He holds a
mallet in his hand, and there is a
cogwheel is at his feet. The sides of his
chair are decorated with symbols of
industry and commerce, including a
steam engine, sailing ship, plough, crates
and barrels, The idea conveyed by this
statue is that the Union victory in the
Civil War and the peace it brought to the
nation would result in an active and
diverse economy that would bring
prosperity to the people and help heal the
wounds of war.

The final statue on the back of the
monument is another classical Roman
maiden, depicting Plenty. She holds a
sheaf of wheat and fruits of the earth as
symbols of abundance, another of the
results of Union victory. A cornucopia,
the traditional symbol of plenty, adorns
her chair. Plenty also allows civilization
to engage in the arts so her chair also
depicts a scroll of music, a violin and an
artist’s pallet and brushes.
The Soldiers’ National Monument is a
somewhat unusual monument in that it
contains classical and modern images.
The next time you are in Gettysburg stop
by and take a close look at the details in
this monument.

Gettysburg Dedication and Remembrance Days
On Tuesday, November 19, the exact anniversary of the Gettysburg Address, the Lincoln
Fellowship of Pennsylvania will hold its annual Dedication Day ceremony in the
National Cemetery beginning at 10:15AM. Presidential scholar Michael Beschloss will
deliver the Dedication Day keynote address. Lincoln portrayer George Buss will recite
the Gettysburg Address, and the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service will hold a
naturalization ceremony for citizen candidates. In the event of severe inclement weather,
the program will relocate to the Gettysburg College's Majestic Theater, 25 Carlisle
Street, Gettysburg. This event is free and open to the public. For more information, visit
https://lincolnfellowship.wildapricot.org.
On Saturday, November 23, the Sons of Union
Veterans will hold its annual Remembrance Day
in Gettysburg. It includes a parade at 1:00PM by
Union and Confederate descendant organizations
and reenactor units through the streets of
Gettysburg, a ceremony at 11:00AM at the Grand
Army of the Republic’s Woolson Monument on
Hancock Avenue in Gettysburg National Military
Park, and the National Civil War Ball at 8:00PM at
the Wyndham Hotel, with music by the
Philadelphia Brigade Band and dancing led by the
Victorian Dance Ensemble. For more information,
visit http://www.suvcw.org/svr/svr.htm.

Camp Curtin Descendant Brigade
Membership in the Camp Curtin Descendant Brigade is open to men, women and
children (12 years of age or older) who are direct or collateral descendants of a
soldier who passed through Camp Curtin from April 18, 1861 to November 11,
1865.
Descendants of civilians who worked or volunteered at Camp Curtin are also
eligible. The Ladies Union Relief Association of Harrisburg is one of the civilian
organizations that worked at Camp Curtin.
The application fee is $25.00. Accepted members will receive a membership
medal, membership certificate, and a one year membership in the Society.
Subsequent dues will be $15.00 per year.
For more information and an application form, visit our website at
www.CampCurtin.org or email CampCurtin@verizon.net, or write CCHS, Post
Office Box 5601, Harrisburg, PA 17110.

Civil War Harrisburg
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities
204 Page Revised & Enlarged Edition $18.00, tax & postage included
Includes a walking tour of downtown Harrisburg, driving tours of east and west shores,
and some of the “basics” of Civil War history. Twenty-four new pages added to the
previous edition, including information on our recently placed Wayside Markers,
Revolvers, Swords & Sabres, Sanitary Fairs, Return of the Colors, and Internet
Resources.

Local History
including:













Lincoln’s 1861 Visit
Founding of Camp Curtin
Harrisburg Home Front
Local Camps
Capture of Mechanicsburg
Forts Washington & Couch
Skirmish at Oyster Point
Battle of Sporting Hill
White Hall Orphan School
Personality Profiles
Pennsylvania Regiments
U.S.C.T. Grand Review

To order by mail, make your check for $18.00 payable to
“Camp Curtin Historical Society” and mail to:
Camp Curtin Historical Society
Post Office Box 5601
Harrisburg, PA 17110

The Camp Curtin Historical Society presents

Scott Mingus and Cooper Wingert
speaking on their book

Targeted Tracks
The Cumberland Valley Railroad
in the Civil War, 1861-1865
2:00PM, Sunday, November 10th
at the

National Civil War Museum
1 Lincoln Circle, Reservoir Park, Harrisburg, Pa.
The Civil War was the first conflict in which railroads played a major role. The
Cumberland Valley Railroad had an important strategic role by connecting Hagerstown,
Maryland, to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Its location enhanced its importance during some
of the Civil War’s most critical campaigns. Confederates wrought havoc on the Northern
war effort by tearing up its tracks, seizing or torching Union supplies, and laying waste to
warehouses, engine houses, and passenger depots. The line was under direct threat by
invading Confederates during the 1862 Antietam Campaign and suffered serious damage
during the 1863 Gettysburg Campaign and the 1864 Raid on Chambersburg.

This presentation is free and open to the public. Bring a friend.
For information call 717-732-5115 or email genjenkins@aol.com.

