Lieutenant Schuricht of the 14t Virginia Cavalry at Mechanicsburg

On the 30 of June, Jenkins ordered Lieutenant Schuricht to hamper transportation and
communication around Mechanicsburg. “This menacing force was German First Lieutenant
Herman Schuricht, with Company D, of the 14" Virginia Cavalry, and one piece of
Jackson's battery. Jenkins had ordered Schuricht, with his company, to report to his
headquarters (at the Rupp House). Once there, the Confederate brigadier general directed
him to ‘proceed at once with my company and one cannon (3-inch Rifle) of Jackson’s
Battery to Mechanicsburg, to hold this town until ordered otherwise, and to destroy the
railroad track as far as possible.” This duty flattered Schuricht. “To be entrusted with an
expedition properly belonging to an officer of higher rank was an honor,” he wrote. As
Schuricht came within sight of Mechanicsburg, he dispatched patrols to reconnoiter the
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area.”

“Frank Murray’s Curtin Guards had been operating in the vicinity for the past several days.
Shortly after 10 AM, Murray trotted into Mechanicsburg, and finding the town unoccupied,
recaptured it, but went no further. Schuricht, his company, Captain Thomas E. Jackson of
the Kanawha Artillery, and a piece from his battery rode to Mechanicsburg. As Schuricht
approached, Murray retreated. Schuricht subsequently passed through Mechanicsburg
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Post-War “without delay,” and the town appeared to Schuricht to be evacuated by the inhabitants.
Photograph The German immigrant advanced to “an elevation east of town,” near where Trindle Road is
crossed by the Cumberland Valley Railroad. After posting pickets nearby, Schuricht ordered

his men to demolish the tracks.” Reference — Cooper Wingert’s “Confederate Approach to
Harrisburg”, p. 131.

o S Burgess Hummel’s Coal Yard and Office,
Simpson Library, Confederate Hospital at Present-day 14 North Walnut Street
Downtown Mechanicsburg and the Tracks just to the east of town 16 North Walnut Street, June 1863
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