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1865 First Battlefield Monument



“The field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its 

memories and associations, will be immortal.”   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Preservation Ball Raises $7,000 for GNMP  
 

The 12th Annual Civil War Preservation Ball on March 21st was a 

great success.  The sell-out event raised $7,000 for the Gettysburg 

Monument Endowment Trust Fund, bringing the total for 12 years to 

$82,000.   

 

Dance music was provided by the Philadelphia Brigade Band and the 

dancing was led by the Victorian Dance Ensemble. Boy Scout 

Venture Crew 1861, portraying the 1st Pennsylvania Reserves Fifes 

and Drums, greeted the arriving guests.  

 

Over 200 people came 

to dance for preser-

vation in the beautiful 

rotunda of the Pennsyl-

vania Capitol Building.  

Guests travelled from 

eight states and ranged 

from preteens to 

seniors.   

 

Special guests included 

State Representative Harry Readshaw, State Representative Dan Moul 

and his wife Lori, Gettysburg National Military Park Superintendent 

Ed Clark and his wife Heidi and son Reid, Gettysburg Foundation 

President Joanne Hanley and her husband Matt, Barbara Mowery, 

President of the Gettysburg Battlefield Preservation Association, and 

President Abraham Lincoln, portrayed by Jim Getty.   

 

Next year’s ball will be held on April 2, 2016.  For more information 

about upcoming dance events, visit www.CivilWarDance.org.  
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Cover: Dedication of the first battlefield monument at Bull Run on 

June 11, 1865 (Library of Congress). 
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New Wayside Markers  
  

The Camp Curtin Historical Society will be 

dedicating five new wayside historical markers in 

Cumberland County on Saturday, June 13.  The 

markers were funded by a grant from the 

Cumberland Valley Visitors Bureau, with 

additional major donations from the Historical 

Society of Camp Hill, Capital Area Genealogical 

Society, and Hampden Township Veterans 

Recognition Committee. 

 

Two markers will be placed in Camp Hill’s 

Willow Park.  One will describe the Skirmish at 

Oyster’s Point on June 29, 1863.   The skirmish 

marked the farthest 

advance north of the 

Confederate Army 

during the invasion of 

Pennsylvania.  The 

other marker will tell 

the story of the White 

Hall School, one of the 

schools established 

after the Civil War for 

soldiers’ orphans.  It 

operated in Camp Hill 

until 1890.  In 1926, 

former students, known 

as “Sixteeners” (because that was the age they 

graduated from the school), erected a small 

monument in Willow Park. 

Another marker will be 

placed at the Samuel 

Albright House, which 

still stands on 36th Street 

just west of the Good 

Shepherd School in Camp 

Hill.  This stone house 

was used by the Confederates as a bivouac site 

and an artillery position.  During the Skirmish at 

Oyster’s Point, cannons from this location shelled 

Union infantry. 

 

Two markers will also be placed in Hampden Park 

off Sporting Hill Road describing the actions in 

the area on June 28 and June 30, 1863.  The June 

28 engagement involved a brief artillery duel with 

the Confederates firing from Salem Church on the 

Carlisle Pike toward Union positions at Sporting 

Hill.  Eventually, the Union troops withdrew to 

their main line in Camp Hill.  The skirmish on 

June 30 was much larger.  The Confederates had 

occupied the Eberly Farm and Gleim’s Grove to 

hold the Carlisle Pike and stop any potential 

Union advance.  When Union troops tried to 

advance west on the Carlisle Pike, they 

encountered the Confederates, and a sharp 

engagement ensued with casualties on both sides.  

Eventually, the Confederates withdrew and joined 

Gen. Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 

at Gettysburg.      

 
See back cover for times and locations of dedication ceremonies. 

__________________________________________________________ 
 

Local History Talk 
 

James Schmick, will present a lecture on “Camp Curtin and Harrisburg’s Role in the 

Civil War” at the Camp Curtin Mitchell Memorial Church, 2221 North Sixth St., 

Harrisburg, at 6:00PM, Monday, June 22.  Jim is the President of the Camp Curtin 

Historical Society and co-editor of Civil War Harrisburg - A Guide to Capital Area Sites, 

Incidents and Personalities. This free program is part of Dauphin County’s 

commemoration of the sesquicentennial of the Civil War.   



First Battlefield Monuments 

Remembering the War 
 

Even as the Civil War was being fought, people 

realized that it was the most important event in 

American History since the Revolution.  It needed 

to be remembered.  The first monuments on a 

battlefield came rather quickly after the war’s end.   

 

On June 7, 1865, just eight weeks after Lee's 

surrender to Grant, soldiers of the 5th Pennsyl-

vania Heavy Artillery Regiment began construc-

tion of two monuments in the vicinity of the two 

Bull Run battles, one located on Henry Hill and 

the other near the railroad cut at Groveton.  

 

The obelisk monument on Henry Hill was built of 

local red sandstone in four days.  The shaft is 

twenty-seven feet high and topped by a hundred 

pound artillery shell. On the pedestal at each 

corner is a shell of similar size. On one side of the 

monument is the inscription, “To the memory of 

the patriots who fell at Bull Run, July 21st, 1861,” 

and on the other side is “Erected June 10th, 

1865.” 

 

The monument near the railroad cut at Groveton is 

similar but had a stack of cannon balls on top and 

numerous smaller rifled projectiles around the 

base.  Its inscription reads, “In memory of the 

patriots who fell at Groveton, Aug. 28th, 29th, & 

30th, 1862.” (Over the years, the projectiles were 

removed and only the stone obelisk remains.) 

 

The dedication ceremony was held on June 11, 

1865.  Attending the ceremony were Maj. Gen. 

Montgomery Meigs, Quartermaster General of the 

U.S. Army, Maj. Gen. Samuel Heintzelman, who 

fought in the Battles of First and Second Bull

  

 
 

Harper’s Weekly depicted the dedication of the First Battle of Bull Run Monument on the front page of its July 1, 1865 
edition.  It was based on a photograph taken at the dedication (see cover).    



 
The First Battle of Bull Run Monument still stands today despite some concerns in 1865 that it would not last.   
A reconstruction of the Henry House was added in the 20th century. 
 

Run, and Maj. Gen. Orlando Wilcox, who was 

wounded and captured at the First Battle of Bull 

Run.  At various times during the war, the latter 

two had commanded brigades, divisions and army 

corps.  A large party of dignitaries took a special 

train from Washington to Fairfax Station and then 

rode in fifty army ambulances and wagons to the 

battlefield.  The 5th Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery, 

8th Illinois Cavalry and the 16th Massachusetts 

Light Artillery were formed around the First Bull 

Run Monument.  The dedicatory ceremony 

included a prayer, music by a brass band, and 

speeches.  Oddly, Harpers Weekly speculated that 

“This shaft will not, we are inclined to believe, last 

many years.”  Fortunately, the monument has 

survived thanks to the work of preservationists 

and the National Park Service. 
 

According to the newspaper, about one-half of the 

party, including all of the distinguished 

personages, then moved to the Groveton 

Monument about two miles away for a similar 

ceremony. 

 

Less than two months after the end of the war, 

America had started a tradition of memorialization 

that continues today.  

 
  Original Groveton-Second Bull Run Monument  
  with artillery shells at base. (Library of Congress)     

 

 

 



 Internet Resources  
 

There are many excellent Civil War resources on the Internet.  Here are a few that will help in basic 

research on a variety of topics, especially if you are looking for an ancestor.   
 

Civil War Soldiers Database   
www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm   

This is the beginning point for any search for someone who served in the Civil War.  It contains an 

index of the men who served in the Civil War with basic information from the service records, including 

name, rank, unit, alternate names and/or misspellings.  The service and pension records are housed at the 

National Archives.  
 

National Archives   
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records.html  

This site contains information on ordering military records from the National Archives. 
 

Pennsylvania State Archives Civil War Veterans Card File 
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp?view=ArchiveIndexes&ArchiveID=17  

This site has an alphabetical list of men who served in Pennsylvania units.  The cards sometimes include 

information from the muster rolls such as age at enlistment, height, weight, hair color, eye color, 

residence, and occupation. 
 

History of the Pennsylvania Volunteers   
http://www.pacivilwar.com/bates.html 

After the Civil War, the Pennsylvania Legislature commissioned Samuel Bates to write a history of the 

Pennsylvania units in the War.  The result was five volumes, with each book over 1,300 pages.  There is 

a history of each regiment and a list by company of all men who served in the unit.   
 

Pennsylvania Capitol Preservation Committee   
www.cpc.state.pa.us  
As part of its duties to restore the Pennsylvania Capitol Building to its original glory, the Committee was 

also responsible for preserving the original Civil War flags that were displayed in the rotunda.  The flags 

were removed from the display cases and are now safely stored in a conservation facility.  The website 

has a picture and brief history of each flag. 
 

Harpers Weekly Newspaper  

www.sonofthesouth.net   

This site has a collection of this illustrated newspaper from 1861 to 1865.  It provides contemporary 

reports of battles, politics, and the homefront.  The pictures and text can be easily copied and the text is 

searchable. 
 

Silas’ Library Links    

www.zipcon.net/~silas/links.htm 

This site has links to various digitalized books that are available online, including army manuals, 

regimental histories, and modern articles.  
 

Library of Congress Civil War Photographs 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html   

This site has a collection of 7,000 photographs taken during the Civil War.  They are available for free 

in a variety of formats and may be published.    

http://www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records.html
http://www.digitalarchives.state.pa.us/archive.asp?view=ArchiveIndexes&ArchiveID=17
http://www.pacivilwar.com/bates.html
http://www.cpc.state.pa.us/
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/
http://www.zipcon.net/~silas/links.htm
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/cwphtml/cwphome.html


Civil War Harrisburg 
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities 

 

Newly Revised & Enlarged Edition $15.00, tax & postage included. 
 

Thirty-eight new pages added to the previous edition, including articles on 
the Emancipation Proclamation, Heavy Artillery, 1860s Photography, 
Gettysburg Campaign Timeline, and Confederate Flags. 
 

 
 

Local History 

including:  

 Lincoln’s 1861 Visit 

 Founding of Camp Curtin 

 Harrisburg Home Front  

 Local Camps 

 Capture of Mechanicsburg 

 Forts Washington & Couch 

 Skirmish at Oyster Point 

 Battle of Sporting Hill 

 White Hall Orphan School 

 Personality Profiles 

 Pennsylvania Regiments 

 U.S.C.T. Grand Review 

 
 

To order by mail, make your check for $15.00 payable to  

“Camp Curtin Historical Society” and mail to: 

Camp Curtin Historical Society  

Post Office Box 5601 

Harrisburg, PA 17110 
 

 



 

 

  
 

 

Camp Curtin Historical Society 
 

Historical Wayside Marker Dedications 
 

Saturday, June 13, 2015 
 

                                     
 

11:00AM Oyster Point Skirmish & White Hall School Markers 
Willow Park, 24th & Walnut Streets, Camp Hill 

 

1:00PM Albright House Marker 
50 North 36th Street, Camp Hill 

 

3:00PM Battle of Sporting Hill Markers 
Hampden Park, 5002 Hampden Park Drive, Mechanicsburg 

 

                                     
 

The Camp Curtin Historical Society will unveil five new historic 

wayside markers with illustrations and text describing  

local historic sites related to our Civil War history.   

 

 

For information call  

Jim Schmick at 

717-732-5115  

or email  

genjenkins@aol.com  

 

mailto:genjenkins@aol.com

