Jenkins’s Calvary view Harrisburg From Slate Hill and New Cumberland
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From Slate Hill/Lisburn Road to

Milltown and the Gorgas Home on Carlisle Road to
Carlisle Road to Drexel Hill to

Drexel Hill to 16" Street in New Cumberland to

The Susquehanna River at the Route 83 Bridge

The morning of Monday, June 29", 1863, brought much excitement to the
citizens of Camp Hill and New Cumberland. Jenkins decided to conduct some
personal reconnaissance to get a better look at his approach to Harrisburg. He

collected Ewell’s engineer assigned to him, Captain Henry B. Richardson, along
with Major John Clark and Captain Samuel Johnson, Company D of the 14th

Battalion Virginia Cavalry. Johnson brought several corporals to help with

surveying the area to the east. It is believed that William D. Campbell, Frank S.
Cochran, Washington Kellison, and John G. Wade were the corporals who were
involved.

From the stop at the William and Mary Smith farm on Slate Hill, Jenkins
examined Harrisburg. He would then return to the Rupp House (his
headquarters) on Trindle Road, while the rest of the party moved on to Milltown.
In Milltown, they confronted Private William Henry Harrison Smith of the 7th
PA Cavalry, Company K, on the front porch of a home there. Smith was home all
of 1863 recovering from an illness contracted during his service. From there, the
party moved on to the William Gorgas Home (shown in the insert to the left) at
the corner of Lisburn Road and Carlisle Road. Mr. Gorgas and his 14-year-old son
William would view the party from the rooftop of the Gorgas Home. Son William
would later become the Mayor of Harrisburg due to the elected mayor dying in
office.

From the Gorgas Home, the party would move on to Drexel Hill and to the
property of Emanuel Zimmerman. Zimmerman's property presented an amazing
view of Harrisburg to those Confederates who got this close! While there, the
Confederate party captured Mechanicsburg resident and spy, Charles Fleming,
who would be taken to the Peace Church and held there overnight. From the
Zimmerman Home, the party advanced to 16th Street New Cumberland and then
cut diagonally to the overlook for today's Interstate 83 bridge over the
Susquehanna River. This is the closest that this Rebel scouting party would have
gotten to Harrisburg. These activities on the morning and afternoon of June 29th
would help Jenkins to better lay out his next moves. As history would have it, the
realized move of Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia toward Gettysburg
would make this day's effort of low value.
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