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Union Army Insignia 



The field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its 

memories and associations, will be immortal.”   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Curtin Statue Centennial 
For many years after the Civil War, citizens of 

Harrisburg and Civil War veterans wanted a 

gateway built at Sixth and Maclay Streets to 

mark the entrance to Camp Curtin. This plan 

never materialized. Local citizens continued to 

petition the state for a proper memorial to 

commemorate the site.  In 1917 the State 

Legislature created the Camp Curtin 

Commission and appropriated $25,000 to erect 

a suitable memorial. On October 19, 1922, the 

Governor Andrew G. Curtin statue was 

unveiled by his son, William W. Curtin, and 

Laura and Helen Gastrock, great-granddaughters of General Joseph F. 

Knipe.  
 

After years of neglect, the statue was restored and rededicated by the 

Camp Curtin Historical Society on November 11, 1990, the 125th 

anniversary of the closing of Camp Curtin. In 1992 a state roadside 

historical marker was dedicated during ceremonies celebrating the 

131st anniversary of the opening of Camp Curtin and lighting was 

installed near the statue.  In recent years, roadside markers were 

added to explain the site’s significance. 
 

There are three other copies of the statue:  in the rotunda of the 

Pennsylvania State Capitol, on the Pennsylvania State Monument at 

Gettysburg, and in front of the Centre County Court House in 

Bellefonte, Pa.  
 

Cover: This month’s main article is on Union Insignia.  The examples 

shown on the cover are Regimental Sergeant Major, Enlisted Infantry 

Insignia, Eagle for hat, and Captain shoulder strap. 
___________________________________________________________________________                                                      
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Union Army Insignia 
 

Enlisted Hat Insignia 

 

 
 

 

 

The hat of the Army was black felt (left), with the side brim bent up and pinned with a brass eagle and a 

brass pin with the branch insignia on the front.  At the time, the Army only had insignia for Infantry, 

Artillery, Cavalry, Engineers, and Ordnance. A cord and tassels of the branch color encircled the crown, 

and a black feather was attached to the side.  This hat was to be worn in battle and on dress occasions, 

but because it was expensive, most soldiers were issued the forage cap (right) with the branch insignia 

on the top.  Sometimes a brass number and/or letter was added to indicate regimental number and/or 

company letter. 

 

 

 
Eagle for Hat 

 

 
Infantry 

 

 

 

 

 
Artillery 

 

 

 

 

 
Cavalry 

 

 

 

 
Engineers 

 

 

 
Ordnance 

 



Enlisted Rank Insignia 

The rank of enlisted men was indicated by chevrons on both sleeves of the coat.  They were light blue 

for infantry, scarlet for artillery, yellow for cavalry and engineers, and crimson for ordnance.  Hospital 

Stewards (essentially nurses) wore a green half chevron with gold insignia and trim.  

 

 

 
Regimental Sergeant Major 

 

 
Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant 

 

 
Company First Sergeant 

 

 
Sergeant 

 

 

 
Corporal 

 

 

 
Ordnance Sergeant 

All Ordnance Sergeants were in the Ordnance 

Corps so the color of the insignia was crimson.  

Occasionally, in movies and at reenactments, the 

chevrons are incorrectly shown in the various 

branch colors.   

 

 
Hospital Steward 



Officer Hat Insignia 

Officers wore the same types of hat as enlisted men but their insignia were embroidered rather than 

brass.  All general officers and officers of the various staff corps (Quartermaster, Adjutant General, Pay 

Department, etc.) that did not have specific insignia like the Engineers and Ordnance wore a wreath 

surrounding the letters “U.S.”  General officers’ hat cords were gold, and lower ranking officers’ cords 

were gold intermixed with black. 

 

 
Eagle for Hat 

 

 
Insignia for Generals and Staff Officers 

 

 
 

Infantry 

 

 
Artillery 

 

 
Cavalry 

 

 
Engineers 

 

 
Ordnance 



 

Officer Rank Insignia 

The rank of officers was indicated by shoulder straps on both shoulders of the coat.  The background 

color was light blue for infantry, scarlet for artillery, yellow  for cavalry and engineers, and dark blue 

(almost black) for general officers and staff corps officers.  They were outlined in gold; all ranks from 

First Lieutenant to Major had gold insignia, and all ranks from Lieutenant Colonel to Lieutenant General 

had silver insignia.  There was no insignia on the Second Lieutenant strap.   

 

 

 
Lieutenant General 

 

 
Major General 

 

 
Brigadier General 

 

 
Colonel 

 

 
Lieutenant Colonel 

 

 
Major 

 

 
Captain 

 

 
First Lieutenant 

 

 
Second Lieutenant 

 
 

Gettysburg Address Anniversary Commemoration 
 

President Abraham Lincoln delivered his immortal Gettysburg Address at the dedication of the 

Gettysburg National Cemetery on November 19, 1863.  It will be commemorated by several events on 

Saturday, November 19. 

 

The Lincoln Fellowship of Pennsylvania will hold its annual Dedication Day ceremony in the National 

Cemetery at 10:15AM. Noted historian Dr. Allen Guelzo will deliver the Dedication Day keynote 

address. For more information, visit www.lincolnfellowship.wildapricot.org  

 

The Sons of Union Veterans will hold its annual Remembrance Day Parade through the streets of 

Gettysburg beginning at 1:00PM. It will include Union and Confederate descendant organizations and 

reenactor units. The best viewing area is on Steinwehr Avenue between Baltimore Street and the 

Gettysburg Park entrance.   There is also a wreath laying ceremony at the Grand Army of the Republic’s 

Woolson Monument on Hancock Avenue in Gettysburg National Military Park and the National Civil 

War Ball in the evening at the Wyndham Hotel, with music by the Philadelphia Brigade Band and 

dancing led by the Victorian Dance Ensemble. 

 



 

Civil War Harrisburg
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities 

 

206 Page Revised & Enlarged Edition $18.00, tax & postage included 
 

Includes a walking tour of downtown Harrisburg, driving tours of east and west shores, 
and some of the “basics” of Civil War history.  Twenty-four new pages added to the 
previous edition, including information on our recently placed Wayside Markers, 
Revolvers, Swords & Sabres, Sanitary Fairs, Return of the Colors, and Internet 
Resources. 
 

 

 
 

Local History 
including:  

 Lincoln’s 1861 Visit 

 Founding of Camp Curtin 

 Harrisburg Home Front  

 Local Camps 

 Capture of Mechanicsburg 

 Forts Washington & Couch 

 Skirmish at Oyster Point 

 Battle of Sporting Hill 

 White Hall Orphan School 

 Personality Profiles 

 Pennsylvania Regiments 

 U.S.C.T. Grand Review 
 

 

To order by mail, make your check for $18.00 payable to  

“Camp Curtin Historical Society” and mail to: 

Camp Curtin Historical Society  

Post Office Box 5601 

 Harrisburg, PA 17110  



 
 

The Camp Curtin Historical Society 

presents 

Scott Mingus 
speaking on his new book 

“A Carnival of Grief"  

The Lincoln Funeral Train in Pennsylvania 
 

 
2:00PM, Sunday, November 6th 

at the National Civil War Museum 
1 Lincoln Circle, Reservoir Park, Harrisburg. Pa. 

This presentation is free.  Bring a friend. 
 

 

The funeral train carrying the remains of the slain President Abraham Lincoln passed through wealth of 

Pennsylvania on April 21-22, 1865, on its way to New York City and again on April 28 as it headed west from 

Buffalo to Cleveland and passed through the Erie region. Tens of thousands of Pennsylvanians passed by the 

coffin as Lincoln lay in state in Harrisburg and Philadelphia. Massive, untold numbers of residents watched the 

funeral train slowly steam past their farms, small towns, communities, and whistle stops. Many left personal 

reminiscences.  Author Scott Mingus has tapped into these often obscure or rare diaries and journal entries, 

coupled with the eyewitness accounts of a small cadre of big-city reporters on board the train and those newsmen 

in the towns through which the train passed to present a detailed, yet highly readable account of the funeral train's 

passage though Pennsylvania. He includes overviews of the locomotives used, the crewmen, the railroads the train 

used, timetables, and other interesting aspects.  Scott Mingus graduated from Miami University of Ohio. He has 

written 28 Civil War and Underground Railroad books and numerous articles for Gettysburg Magazine and other 

historical journals. Mingus writes a blog on the Civil War history of York County, 

(www.yorkblog.com/cannonball). A great-great-grandfather was a 15-year-old soldier in the 51st Ohio in the 

Western Theater, and a great-grandfather was in the 183rd Ohio during the 1865 Carolinas Campaign. Other 

family members fought at Antietam and Gettysburg in the 7th West Virginia of the Army of the Potomac. 
 

We will also be selling at low prices Civil War books 

on a variety of topics that have been donated to CCHS. 
The sales tables will be open before and after the presentation 

 

For more information call 717-732-5115 or email genjenkins@aol.com  

mailto:genjenkins@aol.com

