
Camp McClellan was established in Harrisburg in November of 1862.  The 16th and 17th 

Pennsylvania Cavalry Regiments moved to Camp McClellan from Camp Simmons on 

November 12th, 1862, and in two week’s time, were shipped to Washington DC on November 

25th, 1862.  The location of this camp had long been a mystery until the recent discovery of a 

November 21st, 1862, newspaper article in the Philadelphia Inquirer, which noted the camp 

adjoined the farm of a Mr. Raysor (Keysor) on the Jonestown Road. 

These two regiments, organized in Harrisburg in late 1862 were 

under the direction of two experienced cavalrymen.  The 16th 

Pennsylvania Cavalry was under the command of Colonel John Irvin 

Gregg, cousin of Union Cavalry General David McMurtrie Gregg.  

Gregg hailed from Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, and had  served as a 

Captain in 11th United States Infantry in the Mexican War. He stood 

6'4" tall and was called "Long John" by the men who served under 

his command. He served in various roles prior to commanding the 

16th Pennsylvania Cavalry.  Gregg was the colonel of the 5th 

Pennsylvania Reserves, a commander of 6th US Cavalry, and then 

the colonel of the 16th Pennsylvania Cavalry. He would fight with the 

unit at Chancellorsville, Battle of Brandy Station and at the Battle of 

Gettysburg.
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The 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry was commanded by West Point 

graduate, Colonel Josiah H. Kellogg of Erie, Pennsylvania.  Kellogg 

was another seasoned veteran serving as a captain in the 1st US Cavalry 

in the Peninsula Campaign.  He would receive a promotion to colonel 

and then sent to Harrisburg to take command of the 17th Pennsylvania 

Cavalry at Camp McClellan.  Likewise, the 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

would fight with the 16th at Chancellorsville, Brandy Station and 

Gettysburg.  These sole Camp McClellan units would prove valuable to 

the war effort and would serve through the end of the Civil War. 

General Robert Milroy also used the area of Camp McClellan in June of 

1863 (present Penbrook) for one of his wagon trains that narrowly 

missed capture at Winchester.
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