
On Saturday, June 27th, 1863, Confederate Lieutenant General Richard 

Stoddard Ewell met with Major General Robert E. Rodes and Brigadier General 

Albert Gallatin Jenkins on the Carlisle Square at the First Presbyterian Church 

to coordinate their approach to Harrisburg.  The First Presbyterian Church was 

also the spot where George Washington worshiped in 1794 while gathering 

troops for the Whiskey Rebellion.

The 1858 Cumberland County map shows the Silver Spring area where these events 

took place and where Witcher and his troops gathered (cavalry and artillery) prior to 

heading east in the direction of Harrisburg.  During the first action on Sunday, June 

28th, around noon, the cannon they possessed would be placed at Salem Church Road 

in front of the church along the Carlisle Pike.  After the skirmish at Sporting Hill on 

June 30th, Jenkins’ troops would reverse their steps back through Kingstown, where 

the dead would be buried from the Battle of Sporting Hill. On June 30th Jenkins would 

then pull back to Carlisle.  He would conduct a Council-of-War late on the evening of 

the 30th, at “Mooreland”, the home of Jonathan Moore, long time resident of Carlisle.  

After the meeting at midnight, Jenkins would pull his troops together and head 

southeast to Petersburg (York Springs). 

During the 1863 Confederate Invasion, 400 troops of the 34th Virginia Cavalry Battalion and 

Thomas E. Jackson’s Battery under the leadership of Lieutenant Colonel Vincent 

“Clawhammer” Witcher (shown on the right), was sent to Kingstown (New Kingstown) by 

Jenkins to camp.  Kingstown was also the town where Confederate General Thomas 

“Stonewall” Jackson’s father-in-law, Reverend George Junkin’s (shown on the left) 

boyhood home is located. Witcher would proceed to Hogestown where he would rest and 

then send out a company to forage for supplies and what they called “Pennsylvania salve” 

(apple butter).  His men had delighted in the apple butter that they had experienced prior in 

Shippensburg and in Carlisle.  The company would find some of the apple butter at the 

Vogelsong Farm north of Hogestown. Hogestown is depicted in the painting by Dr. George 

N. Wade, Jr., showing the Confederate cavalry in the foreground taking in water from 

Hoge’s Run.  The Carlisle Pike can be seen in the center of the painting.  The Jonathan 

Hoge farm can be seen in the distance.
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