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Maj. Gen. John F. Reynolds



ñThe field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its 

memories and associations, will be immortal.ò   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Camp Curtin Descendant Brigade 
Membership in the Descendant Brigade is open to men, 

women and children (12 years of age or older) who are 

direct or collateral descendants of a soldier who passed 

through Camp Curtin from April 18, 1861 to November 

11, 1865. Descendants of civilians who worked or 

volunteered at Camp Curtin are also eligible.  The 

Ladies Union Relief Association of Harrisburg is one of 

the civilian organizations that worked at Camp Curtin.  

The application fee is $25.00.   Accepted members will 

receive a membership medal, membership certificate, 

and a one year membership in the Society.  Subsequent 

dues will be $15.00 per year. For more information and an application 

form, visit our website at www.CampCurtin.org or email 

CampCurtin@verizon.net, or write CCHS, Post Office Box 5601, 

Harrisburg, PA 17110.  

 

Emails Needed   
If you have not been receiving emails from CCHS, we ask that you 

send it to campcurtin@verizon.net.  We use the emails to send 

meeting notices to members and, if necessary, notices of 

cancellations.  It is usually about six messages a year so you will not 

be inundated with emails, and we do not share our list with other 

organizations. 

 

COVER ï Major General John Fulton Reynolds, born in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania, was one of Pennsylvaniaôs most distinguished Civil 

War generals and the topic of this issueôs main article. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________                                                      

 
The Camp Curtin Historical Society and Civil War Round Table, Inc., is a non-profit 
corporation chartered by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  Contributions are tax 
deductible under IRC Section 501(c)(3).  The Society is properly registered with the 
Pennsylvania Department of State as a charitable organization.  A copy of the 
registration and financial information may be obtained by telephoning toll free within 
Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not imply endorsement.  
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Recent Camp Curtin Activities
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Monument Clean-Up  
On Sunday, April 25, CCHS conducted its 

semi-annual clean-up around the 17th 

Pennsylvania Cavalry Monument as part of 

the Gettysburg National Military Parkôs 

ñAdopt a Positionò program.  Helping with 

the work were Jeanne Bobish, Stu and Joan 

Brown, Rich Heinick, Tim Pastula, Bob 

Ramsey, Dan and Pat Shaffer, and Jim and 

Patty Schmick.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gettysburg Tour 
On Sunday, June 6, CCHS sponsored a 

walking tour of Cemetery Ridge at the 

Gettysburg National Military Park.  Dr. 

Richard Goedkoop, a retired faculty member 

from La Salle University and a Gettysburg 

Licensed Battlefield Guide, conducted the 

tour.  During the tour, we visited 28 

monuments. Dr. Goedkoop detailed the 

"backstories" of these "last sentinels" of the 

battle. 

 

 

 

Civil War Days 
On Saturday, June 19, CCHS participated in 

the annual Harrisburg Civil War Days.  The 

program was smaller this year but featured a 

living history program, lectures, and 

displays at the National Civil War Museum.  

CCHS had an information table staffed by 

Joe Boslet, Stu and Joan Brown, Sandy 

Gusler, Annette and Larry Keener-Farley, 

and Jeff Witmer.     



Pennsylvania General 

Maj. Gen. John F. Reynolds 
John Fulton Reynolds 

was born in Lancaster on 

September 21, 1820.  His 

father was a 

businessman, newspaper 

editor, served as a 

captain in the state 

militia, was a member of 

the state legislature and a 

close friend of future 

President James 

Buchanan.  Reynolds attended local schools and 

at age 16 entered the United States Military 

Academy, graduating in 1841.  

 

He was initially assigned to the artillery and 

served at various Atlantic coast forts.  Several of 

his fellow officers would become Union and 

Confederate generals in the Civil War.  

 

As war with Mexico loomed, Reynolds was 

assigned to Gen. Zachary Taylorôs army in Texas.  

He fought in the battles of Monterey and Buena 

Vista and received two brevet commissions to 

captain and major for his service.  Brevets were 

honorary promotions that carried no increase in 

level of command or pay and were the forerunners 

of medals.  After the war, Reynolds returned to 

garrison duty at several forts.  In September 1860, 

he was appointed an instructor and Commandant 

of Cadets at West Point.      

 

When the Civil War broke out, Reynolds was 

appointed a general in the United States 

Volunteers and rose from brigade to division to 

corps command.  His initial assignment was to 

command a brigade of the Pennsylvania Reserves. 

He had the unusual experience of being captured 

during the Seven Days Battles in 1862 but was 

exchanged within a few weeks.   

 

Returning to his command, Reynolds led the 

Reserves at the Second Battle of Bull Run.  At the 

request of Gov. Andrew Curtin, he returned to 

Pennsylvania to organize the defense of the state 

as the Confederates pushed into Maryland and 

threatened his home state.  Thus, Reynolds did not 

participate in the Battle of Antietam.  Reynolds 

later returned to the Army of the Potomac and 

fought in the Battles of Fredericksburg and 

Chancellorsville.    

 

Reynolds was initially considered for command of 

the Army of the Potomac after the disastrous 

Battle of Chancellorsville but he declined.  As the 

army marched toward Gettysburg, Reynolds 

commanded the ñleft wingò of the army consisting 

of the 1st, 3rd and 11th Army Corps.  Arriving on 

the battlefield on the morning of July 1, 1863, 

Reynolds quickly assessed the situation and 

decided to fight a delaying action northwest of 

Gettysburg so that the army could eventually hold 

the high ground south of town.  His strategy was 

probably the most crucial decision of the first day 

and it ultimately led to victory.  Unfortunately, 

Reynolds was killed as he was placing the Iron 

Brigade in position and the army lost one of its 

most popular commanders. 
   

 
ñThe Fall of Reynoldsò by Alfred Waud 

for New York Illustrated News 
 

Reynolds is buried in Lancaster and three statues 

at Gettysburg honor his memory, an equestrian 

statue along the Chambersburg Pike and two full 

length statues, one on the Pennsylvania Memorial 

and the other in the National Cemetery.  Another 

monument marks the site where he was shot.  



Reynolds Monuments at Gettysburg 
  

 
Reynoldsô Equestrian Statue on Chambersburg 

Pike, site of the opening action of the Battle of 

Gettysburg 

 

 

 
Reynoldsô Statue in 

 the National Cemetery 

 

 
Reynoldsô Statue on the Pennsylvania  

Memorial on Hancock Avenue 

 

 

 

 
Marker at site of Reynoldsô death 

on Reynoldsô Avenue



Civil War Harrisburg
A Guide to Capital Area Sites, Incidents and Personalities 

 

206 Page Revised & Enlarged Edition $18.00, tax & postage included 
 

Includes a walking tour of downtown Harrisburg, driving tours of east and west shores, 
and some of the ñbasicsò of Civil War history.  Twenty-four new pages added to the 
previous edition, including information on our recently placed Wayside Markers, 
Revolvers, Swords & Sabres, Sanitary Fairs, Return of the Colors, and Internet 
Resources. 
 

 

 
 

Local History  
including:  
�•  �/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�·�V�������������9�L�V�L�W 
�•  Founding of Camp Curtin  
�•  Harrisburg Home Front   
�•  Local Camps  
�•  Capture of Mechanicsburg  
�•  Forts Washington & Couch  
�•  Skirmish at Oyster Point  
�•  Battle of Sporting Hill  
�•  White Hall Orphan School  
�•  Personality Profile s  
�•  Pennsylvania Regiments  
�•  U.S.C.T. Grand Review  

 
 

To order by mail, make your check for $18.00 payable to  

ñCamp Curtin Historical Societyò and mail to: 

Camp Curtin Historical Society  

Post Office Box 5601 

 Harrisburg, PA 17110  


