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Monuments Dedicated!

After more than five years of planning and fund-
raising, the Camp Curtin Historical Society dedicated
two Civil War monuments on Saturday, June 25th.
The markers commemorate the Confederate invasion
of Cumberland County and the Union defense of
Harrisburg in June 1863. The Society believes this is
the first time that one organization has erected two
monuments honoring Union and Confederate troops.

John Fenstermacher, owner of the Rupp House, CCHS
Founding President Jim Schmick, and monument
sculptor Gary Casteel.

The monument for Brig. Gen. Albert G. Jenkins and
the Confederate Troops was placed at the Rupp
House, 5115 East Trindle Road, Mechanicsburg.
Jenkins used this building as his headquarters June 28-
30, 1863. The ten-foot obelisk was designed by well-
known Civil War artist Gary Casteel and includes a
bronze portrait medallion of Gen. Jenkins, crossed
sabers and decorative wreaths along with a bronze
plaque with his biography and list of units in his
brigade. Sheldon Munn from Camp Hill, Pa., a Camp
Curtin member and Civil War historian, spoke at the
dedication about the career of Gen. Jenkins and his
activities in the Harrisburg area. Frank Rupp from
Mechanicsburg, a descendant of the original owner of
the house, helped with the unveiling of the monument.

Jenkins' Cavalry Brigade was in the Harrisburg area as
the vanguard of Ewell's Corps, scouting the defenses
of Pennsylvania's capital city. Jenkins' troops
skirmished with Union militia at Oyster Point and
Sporting Hill, the northernmost engagements of the
Gettysburg Campaign. Plans were being made for

Ewell's troops to move from Carlisle to Harrisburg to
join Jenkins when the order came to consolidate the
Confederate Army near Gettysburg.

Jenkins Monument Inscriptions

BRIG. GEN. ALBERT G. JENKINS, C.S.A.
Born November 10, 1830 in Greenbottom, Virginia.
He was a graduate of Jefferson College
and studied law at Harvard University.
Albert Jenkins served as U.S. Congressman from
1857 to 1861 and then resigned to serve
the Confederacy. Thereafter, he served
as a Congressman for in the First Congress of the
Confederate States prior to receiving his
Brigadier General’s commission.

Gen. Jenkins and his command occupied
this property June 28-30, 1863 as he probed
the defenses of Harrisburg, but was recalled
by Gen. Lee to join the main army at Gettysburg.
Gen. Jenkins suffered severe wounds
from artillery fire during the Battle of Gettysburg
on July 2, 1863 but recovered.

In 1864, he was appointed commander of the
Department of Western Virginia by the Confederacy.
The General was again seriously wounded
and captured at the Battle of Cloyd’s Mountain
and died of those wounds on May 21, 1864.

JENKINS' CAVALRY BRIGADE
BRIG. GEN. ALBERT G. JENKINS,
COMMANDING
14th Virginia Cavalry Regiment, Maj. Benjamin Eakle
16th Virginia Cavalry Regiment, Col. Milton Ferguson
17th Virginia Cavalry Regiment, Col. William French
34th Virginia Cavalry Battalion, Lt. Col. Vincent Witcher
36th Virginia Cavalry Battalion, Col. Charles Thorburn
Charlottesville Virginia Battery, Capt. Thomas Jackson
2nd Baltimore Light Artillery, Capt. William Griffin

Erected by Camp Curtin Historical Society
with the generous assistance of
Dorothy Harbaugh, John Fenstermacher,
Dalmatia Elementary School, 5th Grade,
Annette & Lawrence Keener-Farley,
Consumer Credit & Debt Counseling, Inc.
Victorian Dance Ensemble,
Harrisburg Civil War Round Table
Robin G. Lighty, James Schmick




The monument for Maj. Gen. Darius N. Couch and
the Union Troops was placed at Fort Couch, 8th Street
& Indiana Avenue, Lemoyne. Fort Couch is the only
remaining breastworks of the once extensive
fortifications protecting Harrisburg.

The monument was designed by Camp Curtin's Past
President Robin Lighty and is reminiscent of the
earthen mounds that formed the fortifications. It
includes etchings of photographs, drawings and maps
along with a biography of Gen. Couch and
descriptions of the fortifications.

During the dedication ceremonies, Camp Curtin
member and Couch biographer, Al Gambone from
Myrtle Beach, S.C., spoke on Gen. Couch's role in
defending Pennsylvania. Maria Allen from
Watertown, Ct., the great grand daughter of Gen.
Couch, assisted with the unveiling of the monument.

CCHS Past President Robin Lighty, Gen. Couch’s great
grand daughter Maria Allen, and historian Al Gambone.

Couch Monument Inscriptions

Fort Washington was constructed primarily between
June 14-19, 1863, as part of the emergency response
to the Confederate invasions of Pennsylvania that
culminated in the historic Battle of Gettysburg. Fort
Washington was located 800 yards east of this site and
consisted of entrenchments and earthen redoubts with
wooden platforms for 25 pieces of artillery. The fort
occupied about 60 acres and was manned by New
York National Guard and Pennsylvania Militia under
the overall command of General Couch. Hastily built
for the defense of Harrisburg and regions east of the
Susquehanna River, these earthen fortifications were
constructed by more than 600 local citizen volunteers
and African-American railroad construction crews.
Drinking water was pumped up the hill from the
Susquehanna River using hose laid by volunteer
firemen. Tents of some soldiers were erected on
wooden platforms on the fort’s steep hill slope. On
June 29-30, 1863, troops from the fort engaged
Confederate forces at Oyster Point and at Sporting
Hill, located several miles to the west.

Major General Darius Nash Couch was born in
1822 in Putnam County, New York, Graduated U. S.
Military Academy in 1846, Served in the Mexican
War, and became a Brigadier General in 1861 and a
Major General in 1862. During the Civil War he led
divisions in the Peninsula and Antietam Campaigns,
and commanded the 2nd Army Corps at Fredericks-
burg and Chancellorsville. General Couch was head
of the Department of Susquehanna 1863-64, and led
divisions in Tennessee and North Carolina 1864-65.
He held several political and military posts in
Massachusetts and Connecticut after the war, and
died in 1897 in Norwalk, Connecticut.

Fort Couch was built as part of the emergency
fortifications erected to defend Harrisburg and nearby
bridges across the Susgquehanna River during the 1863
invasion of Pennsylvania by Confederate forces. Fort
Couch was built as an advance position to ensure the
defense of Fort Washington, located on a slightly
lower hilltop to the east. Construction started on June
20, 1863, by command of Major General Couch and
on the advice of Army engineer officers. Fort Couch
was mostly built by local African-American railroad
workers. Artillery pieces mounted on wooden
platforms behind the earthworks and pointed west.
Fort Couch was manned by New York National
Guard, Pennsylvania Militia, and Federal troops
evacuated from the U.S. Army Barracks at Carlisle,
that included members of the 4th U.S. Cavalry
Regiment. The reassigned Federal cavalry instructed
the New York and Pennsylvania troops in the use of
artillery. Several forward infantry picket lines were
established between Fort Couch and Oyster Point
located a mile and a half to the west.

Erected by Camp Curtin Historical Society
with the generous assistance of
Borough of Lemoyne, Dorothy Harbaugh,
Robin G. Lighty, Thomas Allen Farr,
Dalmatia Elementary School, Fifth Grade Class,
Annette & Lawrence Keener-Farley, James Schmick,

Consumer Credit & Debt Counseling, Inc.,

John & Carolyn Henderson, Harsco Corporation




Larry Keener-Farley, the Society's president, said,
"The placement of these two markers does not mark
an end but rather a beginning of a new phase of our
project. Now that the markers are in place, we have to
encourage visitation and inform the public about our
local Civil War history." The dedication of these two
monuments is part of an ongoing effort by the Camp
Curtin Historical Society to bring local history to
public attention through its Civil War Heritage Trail.
In 2000, the Society established three tours of the
Harrisburg area and published a booklet covering the
sites, incidents and personalities in Cumberland and
Dauphin Counties that were important during the Civil
War.

The money for the two monuments was raised entirely
through private donations and the process took about
five years from initial announcement to final
placement of the markers. John Fenstermacher, an
attorney, preservationist and current owner of the
Rupp House, allowed the Jenkins Monument to be
placed on his property and the Borough of Lemoyne
permitted the Couch Monument to be placed in its
public park that preserves the remains of Fort Couch.

Over three hundred people attended the two
dedications and many more visited the living history
encampment at Fort Couch over the weekend. State
Senator Patricia Vance commended the Camp Curtin
Historical Society for its efforts to educate the public
and increase tourism in the area. "For many years,
Camp Curtin has introduced thousands of people to
local history by offering living history programs,
tours, and providing speakers for schools and
community organizations," said Jim Schmick, the
Founding President of the Society. He also added that
Camp Curtin already has plans to revise its tour book
and to place wayside markers in the area to better
explain what happened in "our own backyard."
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Cooper's Battery did double duty over the weekend. They
provided a Confederate salute in the morning for the
Jenkins Monument and changed to Union blue for the
afternoon ceremony at the Couch Monument.
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Thanks to our Patrons

Glenn Banner

Lenny Baumbaugh
Dr. Debra E. Benner
Margaret D. Blough
Keith Brady

Allen Campbell

Jack Davis

Wayne Deakin

Isaac Dunstan

David M. Early, Jr.
Patricia B. Eby

Al Gambone

Peggy Greene

Robert E. Hawkes, Jr.
Nancy Heinick
Richard M. Heinick
Paul & Betsy Hemler
Alice Herncane
Lester Hines

Andy Isaacs

Richard J. Jordan
Ernest Kepner
Jessica M. Laganosky
Earl H. Lippert
Barbara R. Lock
Lorraine L. Luciano
P. Eugene Mascioli, 11

Dennis McCoy

James & Nola Miller
William Miller, Jr.
James E. Monroe
Sheldon A. Munn

David Price

J. Edward Quaid
Louann Rockey

C. Edward Rogers, Jr.
Stephen & Janeann Runkle
Suzan Seitz

Dick Simpson

Blanche Smeltzer

Mary Sohn

Herman Steever

Danny A. Stoner
Donald Tabor, Jr.
Michael Trephan

Lee & Charlotte Walters
William G. Williams
Barry Wilson

Marvin Wilson

Jeffrey N. Witmer
Richard & Dona Yedlock
Lee York

Jeremy Zeiders

Auxiliary to the Sons of Union Veterans
Jenny Wade, No. 27

Camp Hill Women’s Club
National Association of Retired Federal Employees

Star Automotive

Susquehanna Civil War Round Table

United Daughters of the Confederacy,
Huntington Chapter No. 150

United Daughters of the Confederacy,
Border Rangers Chapter No. 2580

The names of major contributors are engraved on the
Monuments and are listed with the inscriptions.

Special Thanks

to all of those who provided support for
the monument dedication ceremonies:

All of the Reenactors who bring history to life

All of the Volunteers who provided event administration

Pennsylvania American Water Company
for use of its land for our encampment at Fort Couch

Toni and Greg Hess for the post event reception



