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Pennsylvaniaôs Monuments at Antietam



Pennsylvaniaôs Monuments at Antietam  Part 1 

by Lawrence E. Keener-Farley 

 
On September 17, 1862, the Army 

of the Potomac met the Army of 

Northern Virginia along Antietam 

Creek, just north of the small town 

of Sharpsburg, Maryland.  The two 

opposing armies hammered away 

at each other throughout the long 

day and when the sun set, the field 

was littered with casualties - the 

bloodiest day in American history. 

 

In 1903, the Pennsylvania General 

Assembly allocated $2,500 each  

for monuments for thirteen units 

that fought at Antietam.  Earlier 

legislation had provided for 

monuments for those units that 

fought at Gettysburg.  For those 

units that did not fight at 

Gettysburg, the Antietam Battle-

field was an ideal place to erect a 

monument since it was relatively 

close to Pennsylvania and fairly 

easy to visit.  

 

On September 17, 1904, exactly 

forty-two years after the terrible 

battle, Pennsylvanians again 

gathered at the battlefield but this 

time it was for the peaceful 

purpose of dedicating those 

thirteen new monuments to units 

from the Keystone State.  

____________________________ 

 

This is the first of a two part 

article on Pennsylvaniaôs 

Monuments at Antietam.  It covers 

the thirteen monuments erected 

under Act 133 of 1903.  Other 

Pennsylvania units also placed 

monuments on the Antietam 

Battlefield, including the 

Philadelphia Brigade and four 

regiments of the Pennsylvania 

Reserve Volunteer Corps.  These 

will be covered in the second part 

of this article in the next issue. 

The dedication speeches and 

monument descriptions were 

published in Pennsylvania at 

Antietam, a 260-page book printed 

by the Monument Commission as 

a final report to the governor on 

the project. 

 

Each of the monuments in this 

series features a granite or bronze 

statue, the subject selected by the 

regimental association.  Some 

units chose to depict generic 

soldiers, many in various poses of 

the manual of arms or loading 

sequence for the rifle-musket, 

while others picked specific 

individuals for commemoration.  

The monuments list where the men 

were recruited and a list of battles 

in which the unit participated.  

Several also included their casualty 

figures of killed, wounded and 

missing. 
 

 
Each monument in this series has a 

bronze plaque with the state coat-

of-arms and the inscription 

ñErected by the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania.ò 

 

Many of the regiments at Antietam 

placed their corps insignia on their 

monument even though the 

insignia was not worn at the time 

of the battle. Several of the units 

reenlisted when their initial term 

expired and became ñVeteranò 

units and proudly included that 

designation on their monuments. 

 
 

The 45th Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  statue depicts a soldier in 

the loading position of ñTear 

Cartridge,ò where the paper tube is 

torn open with the teeth to allow 

the next step in the loading 

procedure of pouring the gun-

powder down the barrel. 

 

The 45th was a three-year 

regiment organized at Camp Curtin 

in the Fall of 1861 with men from 

the counties of Centre, Lancaster, 

Mifflin, Tioga and Wayne.  The 

regiment was assigned to the 2nd 

Brigade, 1st Division, 9th Corps at 

the time of Antietam.  At about 

2PM the regiment joined in the 

Corpsô attack on the Confederate 

line.  After an initially successful 

movement towards Sharpsburg,   

A. P. Hillôs division of Confed-

erates suddenly came up from 

Harpers Ferry and blunted the 

Union advance in the late 

afternoon.  The 45th suffered 

thirty-eight casualties in the fight. 



 
 

The 48th Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  monument honors Brig. 

Gen. James Nagle, the first 

Colonel of the regiment and the 

commander of the 1st Brigade, 2nd 

Division, 9th Corps, at Antietam.  

Nagleôs son posed for the statue, 

wearing his fatherôs uniform so 

that the details would be correct. 

 

All of the men in the 48th came 

from Schuylkill County and were 

organized as a three-year unit at 

Camp Curtin in September 1861.  

This was the unit that dug the 

famous tunnel under the 

Confederate lines at Petersburg 

that led to the great explosion and 

the Battle of the Crater.  

 

The 48th followed the 51st 

Pennsylvania over Burnsideôs 

Bridge and assisted in clearing the 

Rebels off the hill and then served 

as skirmishers as the Corps 

realigned for its advance toward 

Sharpsburg.  The 48th had eight 

killed, fifty -one wounded and one 

missing at Antietam. 

 

 
 

The 50th Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  displays a portrait statue 

of Brig. Gen. Benjamin Christ, the 

original Colonel of the regiment.  

He commanded the regiment 

during the North Carolina 

Campaign and moved up to 

brigade command for 2nd Bull 

Run and Antietam, and later 

commanded a division.  

 

The 50thôs men came to Camp 

Curtin in September 1861 from the 

counties of Berks, Bradford, 

Lancaster, Luzerne, Schuylkill and 

Susquehanna.  

 

The 50th was in the 1st Brigade, 

1st Division, 9th Corps and like 

the other units in the 9th Corps 

was held up at Burnsideôs Bridge.  

Once the bridge was finally 

crossed, the 50th moved forward in 

the general attack, suffering eight 

killed, forty-six wounded and three 

missing.   

 

 
 

The 51st Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  statue shows a soldier as 

a ñSkirmisher,ò with his musket at 

shoulder arms, pushing his way 

through the underbrush, expecting 

at any moment to uncover the 

enemy.   

 

Many of the men in the 51st were 

veterans of the 4th Pennsylvania 

Infantry, one of the initial 90-day 

regiments, who reenlisted in the 

new three-year regiment.  The men 

came from the counties of Mont-

gomery, Northampton, Centre, 

Lycoming, Snyder and Union. 

 

The 51st was in the 2nd Brigade, 

2nd Division, 9th Corps and is best 

known for its charge across 

Burnsideôs Bridge which finally 

broke through the Confederate 

lines and allowed the entire 9th 

Corps to move forward.  The 

regiment lost twenty-one killed 

and ninety-nine wounded.  The 

regimental association also placed 

a small marker east of Burnsideôs 

Bridge, listing its casualties. 



 
 
The 100th Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  bronze statue is entitled 

ñChallengeò and shows a soldier 

on picket duty, his hat on the 

ground, standing at the ready to 

challenge friend or foe approach-

ing his station.  At the base of the 

monument is the regimentôs 

nickname, ñRoundheads,ò a 

reference to the English and 

Scotch-Irish heritage of the 

soldiers. 

 

The 100th was organized at New 

Castle in August 1861 from men 

recruited in Beaver, Butler, 

Lawrence, Mercer, Washington, 

and Westmoreland counties.   

 

Assigned to the 2nd Brigade, 1st 

Division, 9th Corps at Antietam. 

Speaking at the dedication of the 

monument, the regimental associ-

ation secretary, J. C. Stevenson, 

noted, ñthe regiment acted as 

skirmishers and met with small 

loss.ò  Only seven men were 

wounded and one reported as 

missing.  

 
 
The 124th Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  bronze sculpture of ñThe 

Infantrymanò has a soldier 

outfitted in a winter overcoat.  

While most of the statues in this 

series of monuments are about 

seven feet tall, this one is slightly 

larger at eight feet. 

 

The 124th was a nine-month 

regiment recruited in Chester and 

Delaware counties and organized 

at Camp Curtin in August 1862.  

Their monument inscription notes 

that they were thrown into battle 

within six weeks after leaving 

home. 

 

The 124th was in the 1st Brigade, 

1st Division, 12th Corps at 

Antietam.  The Corps was ordered 

to support Hookerôs initial attack 

and the regiment moved through 

the cornfield and hit the 

Confederate lines.  As with most 

units that day, the 124th attacked, 

fell back when pressed at the 

flanks and then attacked again. 

 

For a new regiment, it acquitted 

itself well and suffered five killed, 

forty-two wounded, and  seventeen 

missing at the end of the day. 

 

 
 
The 125th Pennsylvania Volunteer 

Infantry  shows Color Sergeant 

George Simpson holding the 

regimentôs flag and about to draw 

his sword.  Simpson was killed at 

Antietam leading a charge and was 

buried in the Pennsylvania Section 

of the Antietam National Cemetery 

in grave number 3953.  In 1904, 

the statue was unveiled by his 

sister, Annie Simpson. 

 

The 125th was a nine-month 

regiment organized in August 1862 

at Camp Curtin with men from 

Blair, Cambria, and Huntingdon 

counties.  At Antietam it was 

assigned to the 1st Brigade, 1st 

Division, 12th Corps and fought 

Stonewall Jacksonôs troops in the 

West Woods, near the Dunker 

Church.  The regiment suffered 

heavily, losing fifty-four killed or 

died of wounds, ninety-one 

severely wounded, and eighty-four 

slightly wounded and not reported. 


