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A T Hield upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here Hga
been the great central point of the organization of our military forces. When m .
- Camp Curtin

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil

be only knowrto the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its . . .

memories and associations, will be [} mmistofigal Secietyand
- Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 Civil War Round Table
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Dues are Due Home Page:

Earlier this month we sent reenlistment forms to our members. We op%ttp;//www_campcurtm_org
that all of you will renew your dues and jais for 2010 in helping to spreaj
the word about Civil War preservation, commemoration and educagion. Board of Directors
With the approach of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War,will need
your support. Things are already in the planning stages and .i HS
representativehave attended state and local meetings to make arrangefnhents

for events and programs. Please return your reenlistment &od, if Robin G. Lighty
possible, join at a higher level. Remember, any donation above the ppasic Vice-President

recruit level of $15.00 is tax deductible!

L. E. KeenerFarley
President

Mary Wright
Treasurer

Needa Program?
Teachers and organization program chairpersons who need a spealjer for Billie Ramsey
their classroom or group should contact Camp Curtin. We have s¢g Secretary

speakes who can present illustrated lectures on a variety of topiosr

mo st popul ar parrorgirsabnu rigs Afr elae i Hh it he Mg@g?gﬁg%ughWar 0

have other topics that often include the display of artifacts and reprodugti Craig Caba

items to enliven the lecture. For information, telephone- 73275330 or Sharon Caba

email CampCurtin@rizon.net BeverlyBabcock
Thomas Hilbish

Book Discounts for Members Hanoy ot

The Civil War and More Book Store offers Camp Curtin Historical Socfty Jeff Witmer
members a 10% discount on their entire purchase and makes a 5% ddhation o

ofthepret ax sales total to thendSocateddt y o Bx Officio Mambers | ¢
at 10 South I\/_Iajn Street in Mechanicsburg, the store oﬁers thousan s of Rev. Andrew Bradley, Sr.
items on the Civil War, WWI and WWII.  For more information, store holirs  camp Curtin Memorial
and directions, call 72766-1899 or visitwww.civilwarandmore.com Mitchell U.M. Church

Cover: Thi s fancif ul drawing fro Iae,srlie(“)s [ 1
shows the Confederate attack on Cemetery Hill at the Battff &End aticles and photographs to:
Gettysburg. It correctly shows the prominencef flags on a Editor .
battlefield but unfortunately the artist depicted the wrong flags. [|So-2™" CFl,m'on Iglos;osrgzgiSouety
far as is known, no Confederate reginseeméed the Second Nationg| Harri.sbL.lrg, PA 17110
Flag as its regimental colan this battle More than likely, the artis

read about the new flag, aptedin May 1863 and included it in the Telephone: 7177325330

illustration. It is drawings like this that has led to many misconggp Email:
tions about Confederate flagslopefullyour feature article will shed CampCurtin@verizon.net
some light on the flags used by Southern troops.
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The COlorS Of the Gray by LawrenceE. KeenerFarley

On December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded from
the Union. Within a few weeks, six more states had ** *
rebelled and formed the Confederate States of

America, wrote a constitution and established a ¥ ¥
provisional government. * *

When Mississippi lefthe Union,a blue flag with a
large white star was raised over the capitol building.
The flag had a history of association with popular
rebellions, having been used in Mississippi against
Spain and by Texas against Mexico.

First National with 7 Stars

No official dimensios of the flag were ever
established. The first flagvas raised on March 4,

1861, apparently intentionally selected because it was
theday of Li ncol i bad seven starsgur a
representing the states then in the Confederaowth
Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia,
Louisiana, and Texas

After the firing on Fort Sumter, Virginia, North
Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas left the Union and
the total number of stars grew to eleven, which
became a common number on flags prepared for the
Bonnie Blue Flag first military units in the summer of 1861.

Upon seeig the flag, Harry Macarty composed the
song fAThe Bonnie Blue FI *4* mor e
common in legend and song although it did make a
few appearances on the battlefield.
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3%

) ¢

* *

* ¥

First National Flag

The newConfederateCongress realized that it would
need a lag and a committee was appointed, with
William Porcher Miles as chairman. The committee
solicited designs and reportedly received hundreds of First National with 11a8$
suggestions for the new Southern banrftrthe time,
mo s t Southerners stildl Massburi and Keatuckygomédrthe C©dnfederacy ifi latd e«
flagd so many of the designs reflected the influence 01861 to bring the total to thirteen stars and a few flag
the stars and stripes. makers even added stars to represent the-hlalding

but not seceded states of Maryland and Delaware.
The committeeultimatelys et t 1l ed on the #AStars and
Bar so but Congress n e v elike the Uritad &tatésylag, theamascnb stashdardhwayl a w
establishinghe flag. Many complained that it was too of placing the stars in the canton. Usually they were in
close to the United Stes flagwith its red and white a circle and sometimes one star was placed in the
bars and blue canton with white stars but it wouldmiddle of the circle. There adsoknown surviving
remain the national flag until May 1863. examples with the stars in rows.




Eastern Army Flags As more units entered the Confederate Army sifid
became harder to obtaithe army changed the fabric

At the First Bate of Manassas in July 1861, it becameto cotton and theto wool bunting and added a star at

evident that the South would need a more distinctivéhe center of the cross early 1862 It retained the3

flag for military use on the battlefield. Gen. P.T.G.inch wide cross but the outéinree edges were orange,

Beauregard contacted Congressman Miles and askads i ng mat er i al captured fro

that the flag be redesigned. Miles agreed with that the Norfolk Nay Yard. The pole sleeve was

Generalthat the flag should be changed but doubte@liminated and replaced with a white canvas heading,

that the Congress would agree. Miles suggested thaith three eyeles for tying onto a pole.

the army just adopt its own distinctive flag and -sug

gested a design he had submitted for the national flag

but had been rejected. It wasectangular red &g

with a whiteedged bluesaltier (X cross) and stars

representing the states.

Gen. Beauregard liked the design as did Gen. Joseph
Johnston, who suggested that it be madefasrafoot
squae rather than rectangulaiThe first prototypes of

the nav flag were madeof silk by the three Cary
sisters of Richmond and presented to Generals
Beauregard, Johnston and Earl Van Dorn.

These flags set the pattern for what was then called the
Army of the Potomac, later the Army of Virginia, and
under Robert ELee, the Army of Northern Virginia
(ANV).

The first issue of the flags in November 186/ the ANV 1st Bunting

Quartermaster Departmewas made of silk, withra8

inchwide crossyellow border and blue pole sleeve. It By mid 1862, the width of the cross was reduce8 to
had only twelve stars since Kentucky had nothestn  1/2 inches but otherwise retained the orange border
officially admitted to the Confederate States. and canvas heading.

ANV Silk ANV 2nd Bunting



