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The Colors of the Blue 
Union Battle Flags in the Civil War 



ñThe field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its memo-

ries and associations, will be immortal.ò   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
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In Memory of Ed Hill 
 

Edward C. Hill passed away on September 8.  

Ed was a long time supporter of the Camp 

Curtin Historical Society and we could always 

count on him for our living history events and 

the Civil War Exposition. 

 

Ed worked for Tyco Corporation but spent 

much of his time recreating the 1860s.  Last 

year he celebrated his 50th anniversary in re-

enacting.  He was a founding member of the 

42nd Pennsylvania Bucktails, Company B, and 

later formed the 42nd Mississippi Infantry, Company F, and served as 

its captain until his death.  He also portrayed Confederate General 

Harry Heth (above).   

 

Ed enjoyed sharing his knowledge with people and especially loved 

the annual Civil War weekend with the York Catholic High School 

students.  Ed taught himself to sew and made military and civilian 

clothing for his family and friends, always taking great care to get the 

small details just right.  Beyond the Civil War, Ed liked working on 

cars and playing video games.  He was a life-long fan of the Phillies, 

Eagles and Penn State.   

 

Ed was married to his wife, Nancy, for 15 years before her passing in 

1991.  Ed is survived his daughter Mindy and husband Michael J. 

Maneri, his son Nathan and wife Amy Hill, a grandson, and two 

brothers. 

 

Ed was scheduled to participate in our Harrisburg Cemetery Tours in 

September as he had for many years.  He will definitely be missed by 

all of us who had the pleasure of knowing and working with him to 

preserve our heritage.    
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Cover: Flags were extremely important on Civil War battlefields.  

Our feature article looks at the different designs used by the Union 

Army and the unique flags issued to Pennsylvania troops. 
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Colors of the Blue    by Lawrence E.  Keener-Farley   
 

On February 13, 1862, the 130th Pennsylvania Volun-

teers, men from Chester, Cumberland, Dauphin, 

Montgomery and York counties, formed their battle 

line just outside Fredericksburg, Virginia.  Like so 

many other regiments that day, they were directed to 

charge Maryeôs Heights.   

 

As they approached the Confederates, a volley 

dropped most of the color guard.  Colonel Henry Zinn 

rushed forward, seized the flag and rallied his troops, 

exclaiming, ñStick to your standard, boys!ò  The men 

briefly held their ground but the enemy fire was in-

tense and Col. Zinn fell amid a storm of bullets.  His 

men carried him off the field along with the flag. 

 

Zinn died a short time later but the flag was saved, 

riddled with more than thirty bullet holes and the pole 

almost broken by gun shots. Zinnôs body would be 

returned home and buried in Carlisle.  After the war, 

the Mechanicsburg Grand Army of the Republic Post 

would be named in his honor. 

 

Heroism involving flags was not unusual.  Flags were 

an important part of Civil War battles.  They not only 

represented everything for which the men were fight-

ing but they were also important communication tools.   

 

In the noise and smoke of battle, the flag told the men 

what to do, without hearing an order from their offic-

ers.  If the flag stood still, they held their ground.  If 

the flag moved forward, they attacked.  If the flag 

moved backwards, they had permission to retreat.  

Generals also watched the movement of flags to moni-

tor the course of the battle.  Were the regiments hold-

ing their ground or attacking, or were they being 

routed?  Flags also served as the ñpost officeò of the 

battlefield.  Messengers looked for flags as delivery 

points for orders because the commander of a regiment 

was to be right behind the flag.  Generals also had 

flags that indicated their position so that messengers 

could find them easily.  (The Bugle, Vol. 17, No. 1, 

Spring, 2007, for an explanation of headquartersô 

flags.)                 

 

U.S. Army Regulations specified flags for regiments 

and companies.  ñColorsò were large flags carried by 

infantry and artillery regiments.  ñStandardsò were 

smaller flags carried by cavalry regiments.  ñGuidonsò 

were small flags, with swallowtails, carried by artillery 

batteries and cavalry troops.   

 

National Color  
 

U.S. Army Regulations specified that Infantry and Ar-

tillery regiments were to carry a National Color. Cava-

lry regiments were not authorized to carry a National 

Color although some state regiments did have such 

flags. 

 

For Infantry and Artillery, the size was the same - 6 

feet on the hoist (pole) and 6-1/2 feet on the fly. Flags 

were made of silk and edged with gold fringe. Infantry 

flags had blue and white cords & tassels while artillery 

had red & yellow. No size was specified for the canton 

and no pattern was specified for the pattern of stars. 

Cantons varied from about one-third to one-half of the 

fly length of the flag.  Regimental designation was to 

be placed on the middle red stripe (for example: 1st 

Regt. U.S. Inf.) but not all regiments did so, especially 

volunteer units.   

 

 
 

National Color 
Philadelphia QM Depot Design 

 

Regulations specified that both the regimental designa-

tion and the stars were to be embroidered   but   be-

cause of  the large number of flags needed in a short 

period of time, the Army allowed gold paint to be 

substituted.  


