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The Colors of the Blue

Union Battle Flags in the Civil War
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Edward C. Hill passed away on September 8.
Ed was a long time supporter of the Camp
Curtin Historical Soaty and we could always
count on him for our living history events and
the Civil War Expodion.
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Ed enjoyed sharing his knowledgethvipeople and especially love Thomas Hilbish

the anual Civil War weekend with the York Catholic High Schao Nancy Otstot
students. Ed taught himself to sew and made military and civjlian ercfllfvTv?tcr’n";?S
clothing for his family and friends, always taking great care to gef
small details just ght. Beyond the Civil War, Ed liked wking on Ex Officio Members
cars and playing video games. He was altifeg fan of the Phillies, Rev. Adrew Bradley, Sr.
Eagles and Penn State. Camp Curtin Memorial
Mitchell U.M. Church
Ed was married to his wife, Nancy, for 15 years before hesngam
1991. Ed is survived his daughter Mindpd husband Michael Bruce Bazelon

o . . Pennsylvania Historical and
tI\)/Irg?r(]aenr, his son Nathan and wife Amy Hill, a grandson, and Museum Commission
S.

Ed was scheduled to participate in our Harrisburg &€em Tours in || Send articles and photographs to:

September as he had for many years. He will definitely be misse | by Editor
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Cover: Flags were extremely important on Civil War beftélds. Email:
Our feature article looks at the different designs usgdhe Union campcurtin1861@aol.com
Armyand the unique flags issued to Pennsylvania troops
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Colors of the Blue.,..c.: s

On February 13, 1862, the 130th Pennsylvania Wolu were small flags, with svi@wtails, carried by artillery

teers, men from Chester, Cumberland, Dauphirpatteries and calry troops.

Montganery and York counties, formed their battle

line just outside Fredericksburg, Virginia. Like soNational Color

many other reignents that day, they were directed to

charge Maryeds Heights. US.Army Regulations specified that Infantry and A
tillery regiments were to carry a National Color. Gav

As they approached the Confederates, a vollelry regiments were not authorized to carry a National

dropped most of the color ged. Colonel Henry Zinn  Color although some state fagents did have such

rushed foward, seized the flag and rallied his troopsflags.

excl ai ming, imdBa ri c,k Kooy sylodur TBhea men

briefly held their ground but the enemy fire was i For Infantry and Atrtillery, the size was the samé

tense and Col. Zinn fell amid a storm ofllets. His feet on the hoist (pole) and162 feet on the fly. Flags

men carried hinoff the field along with the flag. were made of silk and edged lvigold fringe. Infantry
flags had blue and white cords & tassels whildlari

Zinn died a short time later but the flag was savedhad red & yellow. No size was specified for thatoa

riddled with more than thirty bullet holes and the poleand no pattern was specified for the pattern of stars.

al most broken by gun s hGantsns aried fromraliost onéhoddty onehadf af thd b e

returned home and buried in Carlisle. After the warfly length of the flag. Regimental designation was to

the Mechanicsburg Grand Army of the Republic Post be placed on the middle red stripe (for example: 1st

would be named in his honor. Regt. U.S. Inf.) but natll regiments didso, especially
volunteer units.

Heroism involving flags was not unusual. Flags were

an important part of Civil War battles. They not only

represented everything for which the men weretfigh

ing but they were also iportant commuitation tools.

In the noise and smoke of battle, the flag told the men
what to do, without hearing an order from their offi
ers. If the flag stood still, they held their ground. If
the flag moved forward, they attacked. If the flag
moved backwards, they had permission to retreat.
Generals also watched the movement of flags toi-mon
tor the course of the battle. Were the regimentd-hol
ing their ground or attacking, or were they being
routed? FIl ags also served as the fApost officed of
battlefield. Messengers looked for flags as delivery
points for orders because the commander of iaregf
was to be right behind the flag. Generals also had
flags that indicated their position so thatssengers
could find them easily.(The Bugle Vol. 17, No. 1, National Color
ﬁprin;;], 2007 for anexpl anati on of he a dppitadeipHafbepo? Bsign
ags.
Regulations specified that batte regimental design
U.S. Army Regulations specified flags for regimentgion and the stars were to be embroiderduit be-
and compani es. i Col or s ccauseefrthe laigeanumgber off flaga gesdeccim a sharte d
inffant ry and artill ery r egpenmnod ofttime, the AfM talkowed galddpsirdt to we r e
smallerflag carried by cadahs8ubsitueedyi ment s . nGu



