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The Pennsylvania Memorial at Gettysburg



AThe f i elhdve nowstand willbe known as classic ground, for here h§s
been the great central point of the organization of our military forces. When m Camp Curtin
administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil vl ) ) P )

be only known to the invegétion of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its n@m | Historical Souety and

ries and associations, wi || be i mmo tC?i\'/iI-\R/arRoundTabIe
- Govenor Andrew Curtin, 1865
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October 25 Monument CleanUp http:/www.campcurtin.org

Camp Curtin will conduct its semainnual cleasup of the Zth Pennsvania Board of Directors

Cavalry Monument sitat the Gettysburg National Military Park on Octobgr L. E. KeenetFarley
25. To volunteer, call Jack Thomas at 766-1899. President

. . Robin G. Lighty
NovemberB i Sickles at Gettysburg Lecture Vice-President

James Hesslea Gettysburg licensed battlefield guideéll discuss his new Mary Wright
book, Sickles at GettysburgThe Controversial Civil War General Wh{
Committed Murder, Abandoned Little Round Top, aedi@ed Himself the
Hero of Gettysburgat our 2:00PM, Novembed meeting at theNational
Civil War Museum

Treasurer

Billie Ramsey
Secretary

o Directors:
No individual who fought at Gettysburg was moje Margaret Blough

controversial, both pesonally and mfessionally, Craig Caba
than Major General Daniel E. Sickles. By 186 Sharon Caba
Sickles was notorious as a disgraced formen-C ! BeverlyBabcock
gressman who murdered his wife's lover on he Thomas Hilbish
streets of Washington and used America's ffist Nancy Otstot
temporary insanity dense to escape justice. A Jack Thomas
Gettysburg, he openly disobeyerters in one of Jeff Witmer
the most controversial decisions in military bist Ex Officio Members
ry. No single action dictated the battlefield stra
gies of George Meade and Robert E. Lee mjre  Rev. Andrew Bradley, Sr.
' than Sickles' unauthorized adeanto the Peac Camp Curtin Memorial
Orchard, and the mythic defense of Little Round Top might have occred  Mitchell U.M. Church
quite differently were it not for General Sickles. Fighting heroically, 8& B
X . ruce Bazelon
lost his leg on the field ankhter worked to remove General Meade fro Pennsylvania Historical and
command of therany. Although he nearly lost the battle, Sickles was ongj of MuseumCommission
the earliest guardians of the battlefield when he returned to Congdyess,
created Gettsburg National Military Park, and helped preserve the field for
future geneaations. Mark your @endar and joirus for this fascinating story]| Send articles and photographs to]
and a special display of Sickledgd artigjgpct s
Camp Curtin Historical Society
P. O. Box 5601
‘ Harrisburg, PA 17110

Cover: The Gettysburg National Military Park is international

famous forhaving the best Civil War museuone ofonly twocyclo- Telephone: 717732:5330
rama pantings in the nation, and the largest number of monumgnts Email:
of any battlefield in the world.The Pennsylvania Memotias the campcurtin1861@aol.com

largest monumentandthepi ¢ of this i ssuedop feature art
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Civil War Days

The Camp Curtin Historical Socieheld its a-
nual Civil War Days on June 21 and a2Le-
moyneds Ne gHroaghoutRle rwhe.
end, Cooper6s Battery
ment and the Society displayed artifacts in the
picnic pavilion.

Battery fired their

Cooperd s
and explained the use of artillery during the war.

Most of Saturday was somewhat soggy. We
managed the scheduled 1PM cannon firing
demastration during a break in the rain but had
to cancel the 3PM firing as hearain came
down. Amost miraalously, the rain stopped

and the gray skies clearedrhe evening Civil
War dance and the nighttimenceon firing went
off without any rain and the good weather held
through Sundagnd hundreds of visitors learned
about oudocal Civil War history

Dancers from the Civil War Dance Foundation

led guests through an evening of 19th century
entertainment.

Klinep eter Honored

David Klinepeter received the Governor AR
rew Curtin Governornds
nual Civil WarDays. The award was given to
Dexd imrécaghitior af his years of sewiee o the
Camp Curtin Hstorical Society and the Civil
War community.

Cu

Dave KI i nepeter
Cup from CCHS President Larry Keener-Farley.

(right) accept s

Klinepeterhashad a lifelong interest in the Civil
War and has been a member of the Sonsref U
ion Veterans since he was a boy. He attended
the Final Encampment of the Grand Army of the
Republic in 1949, the last time the Union vete
ans of the Civil War gathered in camion,
served as Camp @onander of the Harrisburg
chapter of the SUV and is presently its historian
and patriotic mstructor. He was a member of
the NorthSouth Skirmish Association and
served with Knapbdés Batte

Dave has been active in numerousdristl a-
ganizationsand when the Camp Curtin Hiskor
cal Society was formedhe answered the call to
portray Governor Curtin. Since then, he has

done countless pgr ams on Curti né
with President Lincoln/Jim Getty is a fixture at
Dedication Dayand Remembrance Day eer
monies. He is perhaps better known by more
reenactors as fAThe Guvo

name. Dave keeps his youth by dancirige
polka and Civil War dancing.



Statueson the Pennsylvania Memorial

The PennsylvanidMemorial is the As tourists walk around the huge|
largestmonumentat the Gettysburg edifice, they often point to the eight|
National Military Park. It is one of statues, recognizing some aasgk- |
the most visited stops on the autang who the others are and why
tour and its observation decK- a they are on the monumentTwo
lows a magnificent view dahe ba civilians and six officersare ho-
tlefield. ored with eight foot tall bronzeast
tues

President Abraham Lincoln
stands on the left side of the wes
arch and grand staircasé.incoln,
of course spcke at the dedication
of the National Cemetery. €h
photographon the rightwas taken
by Alexander Gardneon Novem-
ber 8, 1863justeleven days before
Li ncol tesbspeechr e a

Lincoln

Governor Andrew G. Curtin of
Pennsylvania isalso on the west
front of themonument Elected in
1860, he was the youngest gove
nor at the time. Curtided the
Commonwealth through the Civil
War and was ofteneferred to as
fithe soldie 6 s f He veas re-. (
lected in 1863 and later served a
ambasador to Russia and asU.S.
Congressman.

In 1907, the Pennsylvania Legdisl In addition to the statue othe
ture appropriated $150,000 rfa PennsylvaniaMemorial, there are
memor i al t o honotliree dthdr copiés of thiscbkesst
troops that served in the Gettysbur@f Curtin. One is in his hometown
Campaign. Liance Cottrell, a Newof Bellefonte, where he is buried,
York Architect, won the design and two are in Harrisburg, one at
competition with beawarts asign the site of Camp Gtin and the
that incorporated four arches and ather in the rotunda of the State
dome topped by a bronze winged Capitol Building.

Victory. Atop each arch is a bas

relief carving showing the infantry, George G. Meadewas born in
artillery, cavalry and gnal corps in 1815 in Cadiz, Spain, while his
action. Eighty-six bronze plates father was there on business.e-R
listed the names of all soldiers inturning to the family home in Plhi
the Pennsylvania réments that adelphia, Meade secured amp-a
participated in the battle. The initial pointment to the U.S. Military
construction pase of the mam Academy and gradited in 1835.
ment was completedh 1910. Eight He served in the Mexican War and
additional statues were added irwas a captain in the Topographical
time for the fiftieth aniversary of Engineers when the Civil War
the Battle of Gtysburg in 1913. started.




He continuedin command of the position and the army lost one of its
Army of the Potomac but was ave most popular commanders. e
shadowed by General Grant, thenolds is buried inLancaster and
new Genel-in-Chief, who made three statues at Gettysburg honor
his headquarters with that army anchis memory, two full length statues
effectively commanded the oper (one on the Pennsylvania Memorial
tions that led to the surrender atand the other in the National Cem
Appomattox. Meade was promoted tery) and an equestrian statue along
to majorgeneral in the regular-a the Chambersburg Pike on the first
my and commanded the Dsion of d ay 0 fielh.at t |
the Atlantic after the war. He died
in 1872 and is buried in Phildde Winfield S. Hancockwas born in
phia. In addion to the statue on Norristown in 1824. He graduated
the Pennsylvania Memorial, Meadefrom the U.S. Miitary Academy in
is also haored with an equestrian 1844, served in the Mexican War
statue just behd t high wdier and was a quartermaster in Catifo
mar ko on Cemet erna vwendtgee Civi War started.
Returning east, he was appointed a
John F. Reynolds was born in brigadier geeral of volunters and
Lancaster in 1820. He graduatedose to a second star andntco
from the U. S. Military Academy in manded the 2nd Army Corps at
1841, served with the artillery in Gettysburg. When Meade learned
the Mexican War, and was s o f Reynol ds o deat h,
mandant of the Corps ofaets at Hancock to ride to Gettysburg to
West Point when the wabegan. take command, despite the fact that
Like Meade, he wasppointed a other senior officers were already
general in the United States Valu present on the battlefil d . Me a d e
teers and rose from brigade toidiv confidence in Hancock was jist
sion to corps acmmand. He had the fied as herallied the troops and
unusual experience of beingpca established a strong defensive ipos
tured during the Seven Daysat- tion on Cemetery Hill and Cept
tles in 1862 but was »xhanged tery Ridge as Reynolds had énv
within a few weeks. sioned. On July 3, the2znd Army
Corps bore the brunt of Riet t 6 s
Reynolds was initially considered Charge but jusat the moment of
Hancock for command of the Army of the victory, Hancock was woundetie
Potomac after Chancellorsville butwould be plagued by the injury for
Meade was appointed a brigadier he declined. As the army marched the rest of his life. After péally
general in the United States Valu toward  Gettysburg, = Reynoldsrecuperating, Hancock fought in
teers in August 18l and a major commanded the 1st Army Corpsthe Overland Campaign but his
general in November 1862. Heand the dl eft wiwogd everftually ioecedanimmip t h a
fought in most of the major battles also included the 3rd arbilth Ar-  give up his active field command.
in the east commanihg various my Corps. Arriving on the baét
brigades, diisions and finally the field on the morning of July 1, Hancock remained in the army-a
5th Army Corps Af t er H cReyadds Guickly assessed thausit ter the war, commanding several
disastrous defeat at Chanceflor ation and decided to fight a dgla depatments and was made a major
ville, Meade was ordered to takeing action northwest of Gettysburggeneral in the regular army. In
command ofthe Army of the B- so that the amy could eventually 1880, he was the Democraticnea
tomac on June 28, 1863, while theholdthe high ground south of town. didate for president but lost to
army was on the march to Gedty James Garfield. Hancock died on
burg. Meade led the army to vizt His stiategy was probably th@ost active duty in 1886 and is bied in
ry but President Lincoln was diga crucial decision of the first day andNorristown. In addition to the &t
pointed that he did not pursue thet ultimately led to victory. Unfo  tue on the Pennsylvania memorial,
Confederates andestroy the Army tunately, Reynolds was killed as hethere is also an equestrian statue of
of Northern Virginia. was placing the Iron Brigade in Hancock on Cemetery Hill.




Alfred S. Pleasamton was born in second star in May 1863. At Ge
Wadington, D.C., in 1824. He tysburg, Birney commanded a div
graduded from the U.S. Military sion in the3rd Army Corps under
Academy in 1844 ahwasassigned Maj. Gen. Caniel Sickles. On July
to the dragoons (later resignated 2, Sickleso der ed Bi r n
cawdry). Pleasaton fought in the out to the Emmitsburg Road, ctea
Mexican War the Seminole War in ing an almostridefensible salient.
Florida and served on the frontier,When Sickles was wounded during
returning east with his regimentthe fighting, Birney succeeded to
from Utah in 1861. He was po- command of the corps. When thg
moted to brigadier general ofov 3rd Army Corps was dbanded,
lunteers in July 1862 and oo Birney was transferred to command
manded a division of cavalry. fA of a division in the 2nd Corpand
ter the Battle of Chancellorsville, briefly conmanded the corps when
Pleasoton was given command of Hancock went on medical leave. In
the Cavalry Corps and promoted toOctober 1864, he fell ill, returned |
Major General of U.S. Voliteers. hometo Philedelphia and died.

The Union cavalry was finally s

coming the equal of the Confed David M. Gregg was born in Ho-
rate troopers and Pleasonton was itingdon in 1833, the first cousin of
the fortunate position of camand Governor Cuih. He graduated
during the Northern vicries at from the U.S. Military Academy in
Brandy Station and Gettysburdr a 1855and was assigned to theadr
though most historians agree hegoons (later redesignated cavalry)
had little impact on the outcome ofHe served on the western frontiel
either battle. When Grant tookand was in California when the war
command in the eash the spring started. Returning to his home
of 1864, he appointed Sheridan tcstate, his cousin comssioned him
command theCavalry Corps and colonel of the 8th Pemsylvania
Pleasonton was sent to MissouriCavalry. He was promoted toibr
He resigned from the army in 1866 gadier general of U.S. Volunteers
and held government appointed in 1862 and major geral in 1864,
postions and worked in railroading rising to division command in the

until he died in 1897. Cavalry Corps. At Gettysburg,
Gregg command the 2nd Cavalry
David B. Birney was born in Division and fought JE.EBSt uar t 6s Birney
Huntsville, Alabama, in 1825, but cavalry on the third day stof the
the family moved to Ohio when heUni onés main | infE and gained what
was 13 becauset- omMashidse sfcatihberddo saspuione of the [most

spoken support of abolition. Bi conspicuous calry victories of the
ney moved to Philadelphia in 1856,wa r . 0 unatélyg, fGoeggt was
where he practiced law, engaged irsomewhat nglected by the press
business and joined the local mil who gave more coverage to the
tia. He is the only mitary man on flamboyant George Custer. He
the monument who did not attendserved during the Overland @a
West Point. With the coming of paign with much distiction until
the war, he served as lieutenanhe resigned from the army fonu
colonel of the 23rd Pennsynia e x pl ai ned @a paso6qnian re
Volunteers, a ninety day regiment.February 1865. He returned to
When the unit reenlisted for threeReading and operated a farm. rbu
years, he was commissed cob- ing the Grant adminisition, he
nel by Governor Curtin.In 1862, briefly sewed as ambaador to
he was promoted to brigadierrge Prague. Gregg died in 1916 and is
eral of volunteers and awarded his buried in Reding.

Gregg



