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ñThe field upon which we now stand will be known as classic ground, for here has 

been the great central point of the organization of our military forces.  When my 

administration of public affairs will have been forgotten and the good and evil will 

be only known to the investigation of the antiquarian, Camp Curtin, with its 

memories and associations, will be immortal.ò   
                                                                            

                                                                            - Governor Andrew Curtin, 1865 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Upcoming Society Events   Mark your calendar now! 
 

April 26 ï Monument Clean-Up 
Join us for our spring clean-up around the 17th Pennsylvania Cavalry 

Monument at Gettysburg National Mil itary Park.  To help, telephone 

Jack Thomas at 717-766-1899.   

 

June 20-21 - Civil War Days  
The annual commemoration of the Confederate invasion of 

Cumberland County and the Union defense of the Harrisburg area 

will be marked by a Union encampment, Civil War artifact displays at 

Negley Park in Lemoyne. 

  

August 8 -  Summer Picnic 
Our annual picnic for members and friends will be in the pavilion at 

Negley Park, Lemoyne.   

 

September 13 - Harrisburg Cemetery Tours 
Join us on a walk through history and meet the ñresidentsò of the 

Harrisburg Cemetery on Sunday, September 13. 
 

Book Discounts for  Members 
 

The Civil War and More Book Store offers Camp Curtin Historical 

Society members a 10% discount on their entire purchase and makes a 

5% donation of the pre-tax sales total to the Societyôs historic 

preservation fund.  Located at 10 South Main Street in 

Mechanicsburg, the store offers thousands of items on the Civil War, 

WWI and WWII.  For more information, store hours and directions, 

call 717-766-1899 or visit www.civilwarandmore.com. 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Cover: The Victorian Dance Ensemble members dance in the Great 

Hall of the old U. S. Patent Office, the site of Abraham Lincolnôs 

Second Inaugural Ball in 1865.  The building is now home to the 

Smithsonianôs American Art Museum and National Portrait Gallery. 

Rebecca Kesler and Tyrone Cornbower (in the center), both Camp 

Curtin members, do a two hand turn during the Lancerôs Quadrille.   
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Albert M. Gambone 1939-2008 

 

Al Gambone, noted 

Civil War author and 

longtime member of 

the Camp Curtin 

Historical Society, 

passed away in 

December.  Al wrote 

biographies of gen-

erals from his 

hometown of Norris-

town, Pa., including 

Winfield Hancock, 

John F. Hartranft, 

Adam Slemmer and 

Samuel Zook.  He 

also found time to write books about Lee at 

Gettysburg and of Gen. Darius Couch.   

 

Al joined us several times at special events, 

helping with the unveiling of the plaque on the 

Hartranft statue in Capital Park and the dedication 

of the Fort Couch monument, as well as speaking 

to the Society on his various books.   

 

He was always willing to share his passion for the 

Civil War with others.  Historian Ted Alexander 

remembered that Al was outstanding at handling 

question and answer sessions at seminars, ñ[he] 

was always respectful and knowledgeable, not 

pompous.ò  Al will be missed by all who knew 

him but we will remember him fondly. 

 

________________________________________      

 

Local History Available 
 

Civil War Harrisburg, a Guide to Capital Area 

Sites, Incidents and Personalities, the 60-page 

illustrated booklet edited by Lawrence Keener-

Farley and James Schmick, and published by the 

Camp Curtin Historical Society, is available for 

$10.00 (tax and shipping included).  Send your 

check made payable to Camp Curtin Historical 

Society to: CCHS, P.O. Box 5601, Harrisburg, PA 

17011. 

Endangered Battlefields 
 

The Civil War Preservation Trust released its ten 

most endangered battlefields for 2009.  These 

sites are threatened by mining, erosion, and 

commercial development. 
 

  1. Cedar Creek, Virginia 

  2. Fort Gaines, Alabama 

  3. Gettysburg, Pennsylvania 

  4. Monocacy, Maryland 

  5. New Market Heights, Virginia 

  6. Port Gibson, Mississippi 

  7. Sabine Pass, Texas 

  8. South Mountain, Maryland 

  9. Spring Hill, Tennessee 

10. Wilderness, Virginia  
 

For more information about the efforts of CWPT 

to preserve our history, visit their website at 

www.CivilWar.org.  

________________________________________ 

 

Educational Outreach 
 

The arrival of spring marks not only warmer 

weather but the time most teachers reach the Civil 

War in their curriculum. Camp Curtinôs 

educational outreach program is once again 

providing speakers to schools.  With many 

schools cutting back on field trips to Gettysburg, 

we provide students with in-school opportunities 

to see artifacts and learn about local history.  Any 

school (or civic organization) that needs a guest 

speaker on the Civil War should contact the 

Society by telephoning 717-732-5330 or email 

campcurtin1861@aol.com.   

 

 
 
Larry Keener-Farley explaining corps insignia and 
headquarters flags to a class at Central Dauphin 
Middle School. 

http://www.civilwar.org/
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Dancing During the Civil War   

 
 

Dancing was one way to forget ï if only for an 

evening ï the fiery trial of the Civil War.  During 

the mid-nineteenth century dancing was one of the 

few leisure activities in which men and women 

could participate.  Given the chance, almost 

everyone danced during the time period. North 

and South, rich and poor, young and old, urban 

and rural, black and white, even slaves held balls.  

About the only people who were not dancing were 

those who had a religious scruple against it and 

some sources report that even they were dancing. 

 

Unlike modern dancing that is couple oriented, 

dancing in the mid-Victorian era was much more 

ñsocial.ò  In much of America most dances were 

done by groups of people in formations of circles, 

squares or lines, with the couples standing next to 

each other in the ñopen position.ò  Couples 

interacted with other couples and often changed 

partners during the dances.  This type of dancing 

survives today in modern square dancing and 

contra dancing.   

�'�H�S�L�F�W�L�R�Q�� �I�U�R�P�� �+�D�U�S�H�U�¶�V�� �:�H�H�N�O�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �9�L�U�J�L�Q�L�D��
Reel at a military ball held in Huntsville, Alabama, 
by the non-commissioned officers and privates of 
�W�K�H���8�Q�L�R�Q�¶�V�������W�K���$�U�P�\���&�R�U�S�V���L�Q���0�D�U�F�K�������������������� 
 

 

This type of dancing has relevance to the military 

side of the era since dancing could be considered 

the first ñdrillò for young men who would become 

soldiers during the Civil War.  The formation 

dances taught them their right from left, how to 

keep marching time, how to maneuver in a 

formation, the importance of team work and what 

would happen if they were not in the right place at 

the right time.    

 

Although the ñclosed positionò for the waltz and 

polka (called ñround dancesò at the time) had 

been around for decades, this type of dancing was 

considered scandalous by many. An 1863 editorial 

in The Richmond Whig expressed the views of 

many in the North and South, especially in small 

towns: 


